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I.
Magnificent Obsession:
Switzerland's Role in the Future of the European Union
by H. Dwight Page
History books generally refer to the golden age of French civilization
in the seventeenth century as the Age of Louis XIV or the Age of the Sun
King, yet, were there any justice, it would be more appropriate to refer to
that historical era as the age of Colbert, for it was Jean-Baptiste Colbert,
Louis XIV's minister of finance, whose wise management of the financial
machinery of the French state and whose policy of economic self-reliance
delivered France from the chaos of the religious and civil wars, stabilized
the country and thereby provided the foundation for France's world
empire and fabled cultural accomplishments at that time. 1 Karl Marx
made an important contribution to the history of ideas in the nineteenth
century when he perceived the essentially economic nature of social
relationships and historical change. And in the twentieth century Adolf
Hitler's rapid rise to power can be largely explained as a consequence of
the German people's belief that the Fuhrer was the only man in Germany
who was capable of rescuing them from the economic plight in which
they found themselves in the wake of the worldwide depression of the
1930s. These historical examples should alert us to the fact that, without
a strong economic foundation, no civilization can become truly great, and
on a far more serious note, that a weak economic foundation is a sure
recipe for social disaster. It should therefore come as no surprise to no one
in the readership of this journal that it is essentially a difference of opinion
about economic principles which is at the heart of the current dispute
between the Swiss Confederation and the European Union.
The Swiss have understandably strong opinions about economic
matters. It is common knowledge that Switzerland has one of the world's
most stable and impressive economies. Switzerland is not plagued by the
problem of inflation as are all other industrialized countries. There are
several secrets underlying Switzerland's economic success. First and
foremost is the unusual restraint characterizing both the price policy of
3
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businesses and the wage policy of labor and its organizations. Of equal
importance is the firm policy of monetary restraint pursued by the central
bank, with the full backing of the federal government in Berne and the
support of the public. Another important factor is the very sensible and
considerate manner in which the entire population has met the economic
challenges it has had to face in recent decades. There has been no split, no
loss of consensus about vital matters, and no flight into the self-deception
of currency debasement and inflation . In that way Switzerland has been
spared the fate of other nations that continue to suffer from stagflation
(Kung l 0). Presently, the Swiss inflation rate is below one per cent per
year. Both nominal and real interest rates are low by international
standards (Bacchetta 4). Ironically , despite the fact that it is the only
European country which remains obstinate in its refusal to seek admission
to the European Union, Switzerland is the only country besides
Luxembourg which actually fulfills all the criteria for the European
Monetary Unification specified in the Maastricht treaty (Bacchetta 3).
These extraordinarily stable economic conditions explain the fact that
more than six hundred American companies have chosen Switzerland as
their base for business operations in Europe.
Bank Confidentiality: Pillar of the Swiss Economy
The pillar of this model Swiss economy is the principle of bank
confidentiality , which supports the vast Swiss financial market and
banking industry and nourishes the power of the franc. With more than
4000 billion Swiss francs held by clients in a variety of specialized banks ,
the Swiss financial market is by far the most important in the world. The
Swiss banking industry provides jobs for tens of thousands of employees
and attracts hundreds of foreign banks, which have established branches
for private banking in Zurich , Basel and Geneva. This industry , so vital
for the survival of the Swiss economy , owes its success to the fact that it
has traditionally been able to capitalize upon the fiscal advantages
implicit in the principle of bank confidentiality guaranteed by Swiss law.
In the most recent round of talks between Switzerland and the
European Union, Union officials have asked the Swiss government to
initiate legislation which would lead to the demise of the tradition of bank
confidentiality. The European Union wants Switzerland to adopt the new
European principle of international exchange of savings account tax
information among fiscal authorities and banks , a principle diametrically
opposed to the concept of bank confidentiality . Such exchange of
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol38/iss1/10
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information is in the economic interest of Britain and the United States,
but, in the opinion of some, is detrimental to the economic interests of
Switzerland (Meyer, "Landres fait tout"). The European Union is
especially anxious that Switzerland participate in this new international
exchange of fiscal information, because it fears that, if Swiss banks
remain strongholds of confidentiality, too much European capital will flee
the banks of London, Paris, Rome, Madrid and Frankfurt for the more
secure vaults of Geneva, Basel and Zurich. The Union's fears are well
founded, for many prudent investors have already converted their
currencies into Swiss francs.
Pascal Couchepin, the Swiss minister of the economy, Kaspar
Villiger, the Swiss minister of finance, and the Association of Swiss
Bankers have recently reconfirmed that the principle of bank
confidentiality is not negotiable. This dispute over the issue of bank
confidentiality played a major role in the negative vote on union with
Europe in the national referendum of March 4th, 2001, in which 76.7%
of Swiss voters, and all the cantons, voted against the option of seeking
immediate admission to the European Union.
Let us trace the chronology of events leading up to this historic vote.
On January 18th, 2001, the European Union made a proposal that the
Swiss Confederation begin negotiations with the Union concerning the
principle of the international exchange of fiscal information; the European
Union had decided at the Feira conference in Portugal in June 2000 that
such international exchange of information would become law within the
Union by 2010. On January 31st, 2001 the Swiss Federal Council
announced that it was ready to begin discussions with the European Union
concerning the new European tax laws and even the principle of bank
confidentiality. In addition, on that same date, the Federal Council sent
three letters to the President of the European Union announcing its
priorities for a new round of bilateral talks for the purpose of deepening
cooperation between the Union and Switzerland.
The process of increasing entente rapidly deteriorated in February
2001, when the European Commissioner Chris Patten addressed a letter
to the Swiss Federal Council, in which he threatened "serious negative
consequences" if Switzerland continued to drag its feet on the issues of
fraud and a new tax system for savings accounts. Never before had any
European Union official expressed such a hostile attitude in his dealings
with the Swiss Confederation, and the aggressive tone of Commissioner
Patten's letter produced an understandable reaction of serious displeasure
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2002
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in Berne . Simultaneously , certain members of the French Parliament
published a report criticizing both the Swiss financial market and the
Federal Council in extremely harsh terms . Members of the Swiss political
leadership and the Federal Council were understandably disturbed by
what they perceived as misunderstandings of their economic dilemma in
the European Union , and began to accelerate their campaign to persuade
Swiss voters to delay the process of negotiation concerning unification
with Europe . In addition , the Neinsager , the opponents of European
unification within Switzerland itself, took advantage of these
disagreements to drum up support for their anti-European position . To be
sure, there are other reasons for the Swiss refusal to join the European
Union , for example the fear of the limitation of popular rights in the wake
of European unification. Nonetheless , the negative vote on Europe of
March 4th, 2001 was essentially dictated by the widespread belief in
Switzerland that the economic costs of joining the European Union at the
present time would outweigh the economic benefits to be derived from
such an undertaking.
These misgivings were intensified during the weeks preceding the
March 4th vote by numerous speeches made by Pascal Couchepin , the
minister of the economy , which made it clear that unification with Europe
was neither economically feasible nor desirable for the country . In a press
interview the day after the vote, March 5th, 2001, President Moritz
Leuenberger stated that he felt that, by saying no to Europe , the Swiss
people had simply followed the advice of the Federal Council , who were
not opposed to the concept of European unification but who felt that a
Swiss request for admission to the European Union would be premature
and ill advised at the present time. The current Swiss governmental policy
on Europe is that negotiations with the European Union will continue but
that an application for Union membership will be made only at the
appropriate time, a time to be determined by the Swiss Confederation
itself. In other words, the government and people of Switzerland refuse to
be rushed into an agreement with such far reaching consequences by the
officials of the European Union ; they will decide their destiny for
themselves .
European Reaction to Switzerland 's Decision
The reaction in the rest of Europe to the March 4th Swiss decision to
remain independent has been remarkably understanding. The day
following the referendum , Luc Veron , a spokesman for the European
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol38/iss1/10
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Commission, read the following statement, "The European commission
notes that the Swiss people have not said no to Europe, but rather they
have chosen to respond to the question at a later date. This is a decision
which the European Union respects (Krimm). 2
The Swiss people's decision to refuse to join the European Union in
2001 becomes far more understandable and justifiable when we consider
the current bleak economic situation within the pan-European
organization. For decades the world's best economists have been warning
that European monetary unification would lead to global political and
economic turbulence. The reason for these distinguished economists' low
opinion of European monetary unification is their belief that this process
has been excessively dictated by political factors, to the detriment of
economic considerations. They feel that the motivation for European
monetary unification was essentially Jacques Delor's and Helmut Kohl's
dream of European political unity, a project designed to prevent the
recurrence of war. Unfortunately, in the opinion of these economists, the
policy making process in the evolution of European monetary unification
has not taken sufficient account of the discrepancies between the
economic costs and benefits involved in achieving this goal. While
politically a good idea, the program for European monetary unification,
in its present state, is economically quite ill advised.
In particular, Dr. Martin Feldstein, the President of the National
Bureau of Economic Research and a professor of economics at Harvard
University, has demonstrated in numerous publications that the adverse
economic effects of a single European currency on unemployment and
inflation would counter any gains thereby derived from facilitating trade
and capital flows among the members of the European Union (Feldstein,
"European Monetary Unification," 61). Professor Feldstein predicts that
over time, European Monetary Union will bring a higher level of cyclical
unemployment than would be possible in a Europe of separate national
currencies ("The European Central Bank," 351).
Dr. Feldstein has proven to be a real Nostradamus: his dire predictions
are now coming to pass. Despite the fact that the first tenet of the charter
of the European Central Bank is to fight inflation, inflation in the
European Union currently hovers between 2.6% and 2.9%. Indeed,
inflation in the Eurozone has consistently exceeded the bank's target of
2% since the introduction of the euro in January, 1999. The adverse
effects of European monetary unification upon unemployment, predicted
by Professor Feldstein for years, are now definitely a reality. In January,
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2002
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2001, unemployment in France stood at 8.7%, in Germany at 7 .8% and in
Italy at more than 10%, significantly above the global unemployment
average of 6.2%. Exacerbating this problem is the fact that many
European companies such as Siemens, Philips and Alcatel have been
forced to fire large numbers of their staff because of missed profit goals.
On Black Wednesday, December 20th, 2000, several European stock
markets experienced serious setbacks. On that date, the Madrid Stock
Exchange recorded its worst day of the year, while trading on the New
Market of the Frankfurt Stock Exchange, the premier market for the new
European economy, was severely impaired. Summing up the situation, the
picture for corporate earnings in Europe during the summer and fall of
2001 has been described in the European press as "pretty lousy."
Moreover, since the present day economy is a fundamentally
globalized economy and since the economies of the world's nations are
highly interdependent, the aforementioned negative economic situation
in Europe has had undesirable effects upon the American economy as
well. The economy of the United States has now tipped into recession.
Layoffs quadrupled in the United States between April 2000 and April
2001. Nearly half of American corporations have announced profit
warnings for the current year. The value of retirement portfolios for
American professors decreased by fifteen percent between January 1st
and June 30th , 2001. Gas prices increased by 10% from 2000 to 2001.
The American tourist vacationing during the summer of 2001 paid on the
average $14 a day more for gas and $10 a day more for food and lodging
than during the summer of 2000.
By the same token, the sharp slowdown of the United States economy
and the loss of confidence of the American consumer have impaired the
smooth functioning of the European and the entire global economic
machinery . Thus , imports from Europe to the United States declined 2.3
billion dollars during February , 2001 alone . Although the Central Bank
of Japan in a desperate move cut its interest rates to nearly 0% in March ,
2001, Japan nonetheless tipped into recession this past summer. The
national debt in Argentina recently soared to one hundred fifty billion
dollars , causing economic stress for the entire Latin American region. Due
to all these unfortunate factors , according to the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development , global economic growth has
slowed to 2% in 2001 , compared with 4 .1% in 2000 . Especially
worrisome are the numerous incidents of international political conflict
which have arisen this past year as a result of the currently clumsy and ill
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advised plan for European monetary unification. Professor Feldstein has
again and again drawn our attention in his research to the potential for
European monetary unification to produce a high level of international
political tension and strife. In this regard , we note that in May , 2001
French Prime Minister Lionel Jospin flatly refused the proposal by
German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder for outright European federalism,
arguing that the sovereignty of the member countries of the European
Union should remain paramount. This disagreement over objectives
between the governments of France and Germany was met with
skepticism and hostility throughout Europe, underscoring the huge
political divisions within the fifteen nation bloc. In June , 2001 the
GE/Honeywell merger, approved by the US Department of Justice , was
disapproved by the European Commission ' s Committee on Competition ,
pointing to a proliferation of disputes between the United States and the
European Union.
Compared with its neighbors in the European Union , who are being
plagued by so many economic and social woes, how is Switzerland faring
at present economically? The answer is: surprisingly well. In the midst of
the sea of Europe's present political and economic troubles , Switzerland's
stable economy shines forth like a beacon of hope. Switzerland currently
has the second lowest unemployment rate in the world after Iceland:
1.7%. In the year 2000 the Swiss capital market progressed fifteen percent
in volume. On August 22nd, 2001, when Ireland's Baltimore
Technologies reported an earnings loss of 23. 7 million pounds for the year
and Germany ' s Lufthansa reported a first halfnet loss of 43 million marks
for 2001, Switzerland ' s Nestle Corporation proudly announced that its
first half net profit for 2001 had risen thirteen percent to 3 .2 billion Swiss
francs. Indeed , Nestle's financial affairs are currently in such a healthy
condition that the company has recently expanded its operations in
Eastern Europe and Asia. Furthermore , Switzerland ' s economic
superiority is common knowledge. In this regard, on March 5th, 2001, the
day after the negative Swiss vote on union with Europe, the BBC
published the following statement at its internet site expressing
commiseration with the Swiss dilemma: "With an economy once again in
a state of growth, inflation, interest rates and an unemployment rate below
the European average, one can scarcely see any benefit that the Swiss
could derive from a rapid annexation to the European Union " (Meyer ,
"Un esprit insulaire"). These remarks by the BBC bring me back to my
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original point that the present dispute between Switzerland and the
European Union is of an essentially economic nature.
Economic and Ethical Dimensions of Swiss Entry into the EU
We must now ask ourselves a serious question. Since Switzerland has
such a successful economy, what would induce the Swiss government to
pursue its current policy of eventual unification with the economically
imperfect European Union? There are two reasons which should dictate
the pursuit of such a policy, the first of an economic and the second of an
ethical nature. With regard to the first point, the present day world's
economy is a profoundly globalized, interdependent economy. Any
distress on the New York Stock exchange immediately manifests itself in
similar distress on the other major stock exchanges around the globe.
Globalization dictates the necessity for the intensification of Swiss
participation in the process of European unification. As Swiss
entrepreneur Ernst Thornke has wisely observed, small scale Swiss
industry, and the machine/tools industry will not be able to survive, if
Switzerland continues to exclude itself from Europe (Wuthrich).
Moreover, while economic conditions in Switzerland are generally
superior to those in the rest of Europe, they are not perfect. Switzerland,
for example, has a higher cost of living than other European countries.
The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development has
conducted studies demonstrating that this Swiss economic problem results
from the fact that the Swiss economy is not sufficiently liberalized and
does not have sufficient competitive pressures (Artigot). The Swiss
government is aware of this problem, and in 1995 revised the law on
cartels in an effort to reduce the power of Swiss cartels and to promote a
higher level of economic competitiveness in the country. Even though the
Swiss government was able to develop this new policy independently, the
OECD's beneficial analysis of the Swiss economy should alert us to the
long term usefulness of greater Swiss cooperation with the European
Union, whose numerous agencies and vast network of expertise could
provide valuable advice to Swiss policy makers as the process of
globalization advances.
Secondly, with regard to the issue's ethical dimension, Switzerland,
as a nation of financial experts, can play an extraordinarily useful role in
assisting the other nations to become more effective economic planners
and more efficient financial managers. For example, in the midst of the
present global economic slowdown and recession, only a tiny handful of
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol38/iss1/10
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world corporations continues to perform well and to make significant
profits: the American corporations Federal Express and the Ford Motor
Company, and the Swiss corporation Nestle. Nestle, with its exceptionally
efficient managerial style, is a shining role model of what a company
should be. The case of Nestle proves that the Swiss have the skills to
weather the storm of global economic turbulence. The Swiss could help
the global economy a great deal by teaching less talented nations these
same managerial and entrepreneurial skills. Switzerland can best fulfill
this role as a mentor on economics and international finance by becoming
a member state within the European Union, where it can actively and
powerfully influence debate on these crucial issues in the European
Parliament and where it can legally intervene in legislation designed to
assist the developing African, Asian and South and Central American
states.
Readers will more readily appreciate the seriousness of this ethical
imperative when they ponder the fact that the stability of the Swiss banks
and the wisdom of Swiss bankers were a major factor that prevented the
global economy from crashing in the wake of the World Trade Center
disaster of September 11th. On that horrible day, with the nerve center of
the global economy literally in shambles and with Wall Street brokers
literally running for their lives, the legendary banks of Geneva and Zurich
and the European Central Bank in Frankfurt remained the only stable
international financial institutions in the world. While bewildered New
Yorkers were seeking refuge in their homes, Frankfurt, Geneva and
Zurich were being transformed into beehives of international financial
activity. Responding with extraordinary ingenuity to the unprecedented
disaster, these skillful Swiss and European bankers were able to neutralize
the mounting global panic during the temporary loss of the New York
Stock Exchange, mollify the wild gyrations on the European and Asian
exchanges, and offer to consumers and investors around the globe a sense
of confidence and security. This catastrophe gives us powerful evidence
that Swiss financial wisdom and intervention can make a real difference
in calming the waters of the turbulent sea of international finance; the
horrific events of September 11th should also offer incentive to the Swiss
government to accelerate the process of cooperation with the European
Union. In a globalized world, no nation can remain an island.
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Prime Cause of Economic Crisis
Having established Switzerland's ability to play a decisive role in the
stabilization of the global economy, I would now like to draw the reader's
attention to the optimal solution for the current global economic and
financial crisis. However, in order to find the solution for this problem, we
must first understand its cause. The current world economic crisis began
in July, 1997 when Thailand was forced to devalue its currency. Financial
crises subsequently swept in domino fashion throughout Indonesia, South
Korea, Malaysia, the Philippines, Hong Kong, Russia and Brazil. In the
crisis countries currencies and equity prices plummeted, economic growth
turned into recession, wealth evaporated,jobs were destroyed and poverty
soared. Private capital flows to these emerging economies nosedived,
while the industrialized countries saw their export markets shrink
(Goldstein 170).
At present, it is widely and wrongly believed that the culprit
responsible for the current global slowdown is the lack of consumer
confidence and spending in the United States , and yet in the text of its
most recent rate cutting decision, the Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve explicitly declared that the real culprits harming the American
and global economy are not the American consumer but rather
disappearing capital spending and falling American exports abroad. We
find dramatic evidence of the truth of this assessment when we consider
the statistics. In the wake of the aforementioned 1997 Asian financial
crisis, US exports to the most affected areas fell forty percent. More
recently, between March and June 2001 US exports to Europe tumbled ten
percent, US exports to Mexico nine percent and US exports to Japan
fifteen percent. The Fed's attribution of our current global economic woes
to falling American exports abroad returns our attention to the highly
interdependent nature of the globalized world economy: given that the
United States economy is the motor generating the vitality of the other
nations' economies, when American exports to foreign countries sharply
fall, the economies of other countries suffer as well, in that the efficiency
of the American motor which drives them has been impaired.
If the experts at the Fed feel that falling American exports are the
principal cause of the global economic slowdown, we obviously need to
determine why American exports are falling. In this case, the culprit is
definitely an excessively strong American dollar, which increases the
costs of American products abroad, so that these cannot compete with
domestic products in the countries to which they are exported. In other
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol38/iss1/10
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words , the current global economic crisis is essentially a result of
currency volatility. It is a vicious circle: the global economy, initially
destabilized by the devaluation of the Thai currency in 1997, continues to
be destabilized by an excessively strong dollar , which is highly unstable
in its relationship with the euro and the yen. A vast amount of economic
research corroborates this explanation. Many of the world's most
respected economists , including Paul Allaire , George David, Maurice
Greenberg, Lee Hamilton , John Heimann, Ray Marshall, James
Schlesinger, George Soros , Ezra Vogel and Paul Volcker, have
demonstrated that currency volatility is one of the principal sources of the
world's economic problems . On the practical side , many businessmen
likewise consider currency volatility to be the cause of their companies'
poor profits and excessive number of layoffs.
Perceiving this problem to be the root of the evil, in desperation many
American businessmen appealed to President Bush to make international
currency alignment the top priority of the G8 summit in Genoa in July,
2001. John Sweeney , the president of the AFL-CIO , the United States'
largest labor organization, wrote a letter to President Bush, stating that the
overvalued dollar has contributed to job losses and has stymied the Fed's
effort to prop up demand , while Jerry Jasinowski , president of the
National Association of Manufacturers , in his letter to the president , made
the following appeal : "Clearly with manufacturers , farmers and labor
unions all singing the same tune , there is a growing consensus that the
Number 1 impediment to a healthy US and global economic recovery is
the overvaluation of the dollar. .. We urge you to stop this economic
hemorrhaging by acting to ensure that the value of the dollar will be
consistent with economic reality and market conditions , and by initiating
steps with G8 countries and their monetary authorities to address the
disparities in the exchange market rates." While the point of view of these
American businessmen is dictated by practical considerations, the task
force on the future of the global financial architecture , composed of some
of the world ' s most distinguished economists , has drawn the same
theoretical conclusions . In its report published in 1998, the task force
stated that a large group of task force members felt that there could be no
serious reform of the global financial architecture without a fundamental
reform of G-3 currency arrangements.
The research of Robert Mundell , the recipient of the 1999 Nobel Prize
for Economic Science , has likewise identified currency volatility as the
main cause of the world ' s economic problems. Professor Mundell has
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2002
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developed the most intelligent and effective solution for the problem to
date. According to Professor Mundell, the world currency problem could
be solved by creating a world bank producing an international asset
backed by reserves of dollars, yen, euros and gold (Mundell 298). In order
to achieve this goal, it would be necessary to restore a system of fixed
exchange rates, similar to that proposed at the Bretton Woods conference
in 1944, but this time with countries not sterilizing changes in their money
supply resulting from balance of payments disequilibria, which would rob
the system of its adjustment mechanism. As a first step in that direction,
Mundell advocates fixing the exchange rate of the dollar with respect to
the euro and the yen and intervening in foreign exchange markets to
moderate the volatility in their exchange rates. Professor Mundell
confesses that not much can be done if the leaders of the major currency
blocs continue to insist upon policies that lead to volatile exchange rates.
But if agreement could be achieved on the desirability of fixed exchange
rates among the currencies of Japan, the European Union and the United
States, and if the inflation of each of these three major currency areas
were subdued, it would be easy to build around these G-3 currencies a
World Central Bank, the advantages of which would be so great that all
countries could gain from it. ·
At this point the reader might well ask the following question: If
Robert Mundell has proposed a brilliant solution for the world's economic
problems and if Professor Mundell enjoys the universal respect of his
colleagues, why do we continue 'to be plagued by inflation, unemployment
and the daily wild and annoying swings in the DOW and the NASDAQ
which so undermine consumer confidence and global economic stability?
What is the missing link between the perfect economic model and its
perfect application?
What is missing is appropriate mediation. As yet no mediator has
come forward to engineer the necessary consensus among policy makers
in different countries concerning the rightness of Professor Mundell's
philosophy of a World Central Bank. Such consensus is an indispensable
prerequisite for the implementation of a feasible policy to guide the new
interdependent global economy. In addition, it is a sine qua non for the
optimal performance of the elements of globalization.
Here is where the Swiss come in. It is in the arena of consensus
building on the principles which should govern perfect globalization
where Swiss diplomacy can bear much fruit. Switzerland has a reputation
for excellence in mediation. We recall that Switzerland was able to
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol38/iss1/10
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mediate a resolution for the Iran hostage crisis in 1979, where other
nations failed. It is especially appropriate for Switzerland to intervene in
the global financial crisis because of its fame as the world's premier
banking center and financial market. Who better than the Swiss can give
advice on financial matters? With this in mind, the Swiss government
should establish a commission on globalization, similar to the Bergier
commission established in 1997 to explore the Swiss role in the Second
World War. This commission should prepare a report on ideal globalized
economic policy to be submitted not only to the Swiss government itself
but also eventually to the delegates to European Parliament in Strasbourg
as well as the delegates to the United Nations in New York. Indeed, this
document should be a centerpiece of future Swiss negotiations with the
European Union. Upon reading such a report, these delegates would
immediately appreciate the consummate logic and the extraordinary
usefulness of the advice contained in this document to promote a truly
optimal and durable stable global economy . They would moreover
doubtless share this highly valuable information with policy makers in
their respective homelands. The European Union, and indeed the entire
globe, desperately needs the expert economic advice which only such a
carefully structured and professionally prepared document can provide.
The ethical imperative dictating its composition is therefore most clear.
Recommendations
What would be the salient recommendations of such a hypothetical
Swiss commission's report? They would be the following:
1. The government of the European Union and the governments of all
nations must base their macroeconomic policy making upon a synthesis
of the recommendations of Professor Robert Mundell and the task force
on the future of the international financial architecture. This is the wisest
advice currently available in the field of international economic
policy-making.
2. Since both Professor Mundell and the task force feel that an
indispensable prerequisite for the serious reform of the global financial
architecture is the fundamental reform of G-3 currency arrangements, the
government of the European Union should make the stabilization of the
volatility among the euro , dollar and yen its top priority. To this end, in
its diplomatic dealings with the United States and Japan, the European
Union should appeal for the creation of a new system of fixed exchange
rates among the dollar, the euro and the yen.
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3. At present , the euro is an economically costly device for achieving
political union. This need not be the case. The leaders of the political push
for European monetary union seemed totall y unaware of the
considerations emphasized by economists in the theory of optimum
currency areas . On the pessimistic side , the failure of so many members
of the European Union to closely approximate the criteria for an optimum
currency area could result in considerable economic distress generating
substantial political tension (Willett 384). Europe's economic problems
can best be vanquished by the implementation of policies inducing the
generation of the conditions typically prevailing in such an optimum
currency zone : in such an area, labor and product markets are flexible ,
labor is mobile among the regions within the area , and a central fiscal
authority provides counterbalancing fiscal transfers (Feldstein , "European
Central Bank," 349). Such conditions are satisfied in the United States ,
but not yet in Europe. Therefore , the financial and economic committees
of the European Parliament should devise legislation in order to assure
that these conditions do prevail in Europe as well.
4. It is imperative that European labor markets become more flexible .
Despite the repeated calls of the International Monetary Fund and the
Organization on Economic Cooperation and Development , the process of
European monetary unification has so far generated little overall
improvement in labor market flexibility. Worse yet , there are attempts to
eliminate the differences in labor practices and even the differences in
wages among the countries of the European Union. These
counterproductive policies will reduce the international competitiveness
of many European industries and encourage the adoption of protectionist
policies to keep non-European products out of European markets.
European Union legislation imposing protectionist policies would
undermine the entire global trading system and create serious conflicts
with the United States and other trading partners . (Feldstein , EMU , 67).
Such protectionist policies must therefore be avoided at all cost.
5. There is a great need to implement major reforms in national
budgeting procedures within the European Union that would make it
easier to sustain strong budget positions in the long run . Unfortunately , as
with labor markets , little progress has been made on this front (Willett
88).
6. Even more damaging to the flow of international trade and
investments than excessive exchange rate volatility , are wide and
persistent exchange rate misalignments between the euro and the dollar ,
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol38/iss1/10
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and the euro and the yen. A significant exchange rate misalignment
persisting for years can impose significant real costs on the economy in
the form of a higher rate of unemployment, idle capacity , bankruptcy and
protectionism, and these would lead to serious international trade
disputes. The best way to avoid such damaging exchange rate
misalignment among the euro, dollar and yen is the implementation of
greater macroeconomic policy coordination among the three major trading
blocs, the European Union, the United States and Japan , and the best way
to achieve such international macroeconomic coordination is to adopt
Professor Robert Mundell's proposal for the establishment of a new
World Central Bank (Salvatore 412). Such an international financial
institution would provide a canopy of protection shielding the currencies
of the G-3 countries from the dangers of excessive volatility , stabilizing
these three core global economies , and enabling them to offer more
effective support to the troubled economies of the developing nations . The
absence of this institution in the current global economic picture is a
seriously debilitating liability ; its presence at the apex of the global
financial structure would strengthen and stabilize the presently fragile
world economy and catalyze brisker and healthier international trade.
7. While attempts to coordinate monetary policies are likely to be
effective in controlling global inflation , Harvard professor Jeffrey Sachs'
analysis of international policy coordination suggests that, in order to
fashion a truly optimal global macroeconomic policy , governments must
also improve international trade balances. Monetary coordination does
little to improve trade balances; the coordination of fiscal policies , on the
other hand , has been shown to be a field where mutual gains in the area
of trade balances could be realized . Unfortunately , the current fiscal
policies of most countries do not lend themselves to being part of
international agreements (McKibbon and Sachs 208-209) . International
diplomacy must address this problem .
8. Given that the Nestle Corporation has such impressive management
and profits despite the global recession , the appropriate committees of the
European Parliament should carefully examine Nestle's managerial
policies and then suggest these policies as models for companies
throughout Europe experiencing economic difficulties.
9. There are several organizations in the developing world , such as the
Parlacen in Central America, which are striving to stabilize economic and
political conditions in their respective regions. The European Parliament
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should support these organizations' noble efforts to improve their homelands through financial aid and international trade agreements .
10. If emerging economies are not full partners in the global reform
exercise, it will not work. Therefore , the International Monetary Fund, the
Financial Stability Forum and the presidents of the regional development
banks should convene a special global meeting of finance ministers to
establish priorities on financial reform measures and to agree on specific
timetables for specific corrective steps . This last recommendation was one
of the most important recommendations made by the task force on the
future of the global financial architecture (Goldstein 112). It should be
implemented as soon as possible by the European Parliament and the
United States Congress.

Conclusion
At present the Swiss government continues to pursue its policy
objective of eventual unification with the European Union. It has the
difficult task of balancing the need to make the Swiss economy more
competitive in the globalized world market , which can best be
accomplished by membership in the European Union , with the need to
prevent the destabilization of the highly stable Swiss economy , a problem
which would result from a premature and excessively hasty decision to
seek admission to the pan-European group . The main obstacle in current
Swiss negotiations with the European Union is the issue of the Swiss laws
protecting bank confidentiality , a cornerstone of the Swiss economy .
While Pascal Couchepin , Kaspar Villiger and the Association of Swiss
Bankers have stated categorically that bank confidentiality is of
fundamental macroeconomic importance for Switzerland and is therefore
not negotiable, several Swiss bankers have expressed confidence in recent
months in the Swiss press that this issue does not constitute an
insurmountable problem. They feel that Swiss banking laws are evolving
and can be modified so that Swiss banks could continue to function
efficiently and satisfy their clientele within the framework of the general
European banking system (Coudret).
The Swiss government should take advantage of the current
negotiations with Europe not only to build a constellation of alliances
which will be in the best interest of the Swiss state but also to offer some
badly needed economic advice to the beleaguered government of the
European Union. The Union's present economic and financial architecture
is flawed by several serious defects , universally recognized and deplored
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by the world's best economists. These defects must be speedily corrected,
if we are to avoid a serious global economic crisis . As the world's premier
financial advisers, Swiss bankers and diplomats can make a significant
contribution to the resolution of these grave global economic disorders.
Such a commitment to the task of financial advising should dictate all
phases of the process of Swiss negotiations on unification with Europe.
As a candidate , yet non-member state of the European Union ,
Switzerland is in a particularly powerful position during the opening
decade of the twenty-first century both to exert influence over the
development of future European economic and financial policy and to
assure the preservation of its traditionally prosperous economy . Unlike
other small states such as Belgium and The Netherlands already within
the orbit of the European Union's legal authority , Switzerland need not
obsequiously obey Strasbourg's and Brussels ' commands. The European
Union needs the model Swiss economy and the strong Swiss banks, and
for this reason the European Commission would be all the more inclined
to accede to Swiss wishes, were they presented with tact and
professionalism. This fact greatly increases Swiss international bargaining
power at the present time. As negotiations with Europe proceed during the
upcoming months , Swiss diplomats in Brussels and Strasbourg should
propose meetings explicitly for the purpose of working out the economic
disagreements between Switzerland and Europe and for the purpose of
seeking a definitive solution for the economic problems of the European
Union as a whole .
These discussions would afford the perfect opportunity for the Swiss
Confederation to present the plan for global macroeconomic policy
coordination suggested in this research , which hopefully by that time
would have been perfected by a commission composed of Swiss
economic experts. Swiss negotiators at these meetings should make it
clear that the assimilation of the Swiss Confederation into the European
Union is contingent upon two points: first, the European Parliament must
demonstrate its willingness to heed Swiss economic advice by initiating
legislation designed to implement the key suggestions proposed by the
Swiss plan for optimal globalization; secondly, the European Commission
must give the Swiss Confederation the assurance that as a member state
of the Union , Swiss delegates and economic advisers to the European
Parliament would hold seats on the committees holding the responsibility
for the management of these much improved macroeconomic policies . If
these two points are not satisfied , Swiss diplomats should make it clear to
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their colleagues in Brussels and Strasbourg that further Swiss negotiations
on the subject of European unification are out of the question.
Switzerland should take all the more seriously its responsibility to
offer economic advice to the European Union in that a vital prerequisite
for the destruction of international terrorism is the economic stabilization
of the countries involved in combating the terrorists. In this regard ,
justifying her appeal for American aid to Pakistan , Mrs. Benazir Bhutto,
the former Pakistani prime minister , made the following statement in a
recent televised interview with Larry King: "An economically stable
Pakistan can more effectively combat terrorism." Corroborating Mrs.
Bhutto's point of view , I should like to add that in general an
economically stable world can devote more attention and energy to
security than a world plagued by constant and debilitating economic
crises. While Britain , France , Germany , Russia , Japan and other nations
are contributing to the present war on terrorism through their support of
President Bush's military and political coalition , the Swiss government
can best contribute to the antiterrorist cause through its dissemination of
economic and financial advice designed to stabilize and strengthen the
countries directly involved in the struggle against terror.
If the Swiss government is seeking a plan both to assure for itself a
powerful role in the future of Europe and to facilitate the process of global
economic stabilization , it need look no further than the present research.
This research , which I formally presented on October 6th, 2001 at the
Embassy of Switzerland in Washington , constitutes a blueprint for the
construction ofa perfect global economy. This paper and its bibliography
represent a conveniently condensed synthesis of the ideas of the most
brilliant economists available today in the fields of international
economics and finance. It is my gift to the Swiss Confederation. I pray
that Swiss policy makers and diplomats will take maximum advantage of
its wisdom as they seek ways to mentor economically less fortunate
nations and to help to make terrorism obsolete.
In this salutary enterprise the government of the Swiss Confederation
should not be deterred by the negative thinking of economists such as
Martin Feldstein. Albeit brilliant, the research of these prophets of gloom
and doom is based upon the false and useless assumption that , first , the
current unstable economic conditions in Europe and around the world will
never improve and will inevitably deteriorate , and secondly , that policy
makers will never listen to well intentioned and well informed economic
advice. In addition , such negative thinking does not anticipate the
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unprecedented improvements in the global economic machinery which
could be engineered by intelligent Swiss diplomatic intervention in the
affairs of state of the European Union. However, if Swiss mediators could
only convince policy makers within the European Union to posit faith in
and implement the highly practical and useful models for an ideal global
economy proposed by more optimistic experts such as Professors Robert
Mundell and Jeffrey Sachs , and the task force on the future of the global
financial architecture, the present defects in the global economic system
would automatically correct themselves and the world's economic and
financial problems would be resolved.
The commitment to the worldwide dissemination of this wise and
hitherto poorly communicated economic and financial advice should be
the magnificent obsession of Swiss policy makers and diplomats around
the globe as they proceed with their international negotiations on the
subjects of European unification and economic globalization.
Endnotes
I . This article is dedicated to all the victims of the horrific events of September 11th, 200 I .
It is my earnest hope that it will contribute to the establishment of a new world order

wherein reason, logic, and respect for ethics dictate the affairs of state of all nations and
wherein will prevail international understanding and peace.
I would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the following persons , whose
help and support were indispensable for the completion of this project:
Mrs. Adele Miller, Director of Library Services at Hiwassee College in Madisonville,
Tennessee, Miss Jennifer Newcome, Instructor of Library Science at Hiwassee College and
the staff of Hodges Library at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville , all of whom
assisted me in the identification of bibliographic materials for this article.
Mrs. Adelheid Schill of Lausanne, Switzerland, who sent me many Swiss newspaper
articles during the winter and spring of 200 I, which enabled me to update my research on
current Swiss negotiations with the European Union.
Dr. Leo Schelbert of Chicago, lllinois , who has sponsored and edited my research in
Swiss studies for nearly a decade .
The Departments of French, German and History at Davidson College, the Department
of Romance Languages at Harvard University and the German and Spanish Schools at
Middlebury College, which have all contributed to the development of my skills as a
scholar.
My childhood neighbor in Laurinburg, North Carolina, Mrs. Geraldine Warren , who first
acquainted me with the French language and inspired me to major in European Studies at
Davidson College.
Finally, I wish to express my special thanks to my parents , Sergeant Major Herbert C.
Page and Mrs. Connie T. Page of Laurinburg , North Carolina, who have always funded and
encouraged my international travels and my studies in international relations .
2. All translations in this article are the author's.
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Reflections on Three Novels of Carol Williams

The Switzers. Virginia Beach , VA : The Donning Company , 1981.
Brightness Remembered. Rockport , ME. Picton Press , 2001.
By Wonders and By War. Morgantown , PA. Masthof Press , 1999.
The writer Jean Cocteau once descriped the fiction that he produced
as "des mensonges vrais. " If we agree that his description is apt, that
indeed all fiction consists of true lies, then historical fiction might be
considered a special genre , since it tries to blend true lies with genuine
truths. Attempting to present simultaneously both the historical truth and
a fictional narrative that brings that truth to life is a less straightforward
task than it might seem , because the novelist and the historian must write
at cross-purposes: the former is concerned with the story of individual
lives, the latter with the story of the times. Some novels most successful
at conveying the feel of a historic moment - The Red Badge of Courage
comes to mind - make no attempt to include self-consciously historical
details. Crane supplies neither the name nor the location of the battle that
tests his protagonist, yet the reader comes away with the illusion of
historical truth. Most historical novels include at least some historical
facts, and some include so many that they read more like histories than
novels . Carol Williams has written three novels of colonial America
which manage , for the most part , to do justice to both individual
experience and history. These three books , which are titled The Switzers,
Brightness Remembered, and By Wonders and By War, relate the saga of
a Swiss immigrant family in South Carolina from 1756 through 1781.
The first volume , The Switzers, tells the story of Matthys Tschudi ,
Johannes Lienhardt and Madie Frillig , three young people from the
Toggenburg region of Switzerland who emigrate to South Carolina in the
1750s. Matthys , who is betrothed to Mad le, strikes out first with his friend
Johannes; Madle , too impatient to wait until summoned , follows on her
own within a year.
The first seven chapters of the book are devoted to such a lovingly
detailed account of the Matthys and Johannes' journey down the Rhine to
the Dutch canals , up the canals to Amsterdam , across the Atlantic to
24
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Charles Town, and overland to Congarees in the Carolina backcountry
that the reader begins to wonder whether the emigration itself, rather than
the characters, is the real focus of the novel. This sense that at this
moment the historical description matters more to the author than the
people she has created is heightened when Matthys, until that point the
protagonist, dies of fever shortly after arriving in America.
Madie, left without means of support in Charles Town, and devastated
by the death of the man she has loved from childhood, is rescued by
Johannes, who, having loved Madie secretly, immediately proposes
marriage. This portion of the saga is faithful to the realities of 18th
Century America, where epidemic disease made sudden deaths a common
experience. Madle's instantaneous adjustment of her plans rings true;
what choice does she have?
Madle and Johannes at first live on the plantation of Hans Jacob
Rieder, the well-established son of a Swiss immigrant. Johannes works for
wages in order to accumulate enough capital to guarantee that his own
farm, once he has cleared a claim, will be a success. Madle's adjustment
to her new life, so different from her joyful memories of running through
alpine valleys, is made more difficult by her pregnancy and her revulsion
against slavery, a fact oflife on the Rieder plantation. Although I think I
understand Williams' rationale for giving Madie, Johannes and Pastor
Theus an intense dislike of slavery, I find this somewhat problematic for
the task of conveying a sense of the historical milieu. Williams is
obviously committed to getting the external details exactly right. Building
methods, the appearance and feel of clothing, even the physical location
of things, if known, are dutifully and thoroughly conveyed. Yet she seems
to have given little thought to trying to recreate the mentalite of her 18th
century people, who appear to experience reality exactly as we do more
than two centuries later. Here is Johannes seeing through common notions
about slavery: "People said Europeans couldn't do the work themselves
and survive the climate. What they meant was that Europeans couldn't get
rich without slavery." (86) This sort of precocious insight, while it renders
Johannes more accessible to the modern reader, does a disservice to the
historical accuracy that Williams so clearly hopes to achieve. If so many
found slavery repugnant, one wonders, how did it become so popular?
If we ignore the recurring presentist cast of the mentation, though,
Williams understands her main characters quite well. She seems to feel
closest to Madie, her most fully realized character; and the relationship
between Madie and Johannes, which matures gradually after they are
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2002

27

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 38 [2002], No. 1, Art. 10

26

Review

[February

married, is finely drawn and convincing. Nature, too, is invariably drawn
with a deft brush. Here is the young wife walking through her cornfield:
The fields on both sides stretched monotonously flat for many
acres, the peavines which interspersed the corn green-black and
rank with purple bloom . The great brown-bearded ears oflndian
corn seemed monstrous, their fecund smell an inescapable part of
this humid air. Without any thought, she walked toward the line
of trees. There was no person anywhere to be seen. (121-122)
Madle and Johannes are helped on their claim by Madle' s young
cousin Rudi Naffels, whom people believe to be a runaway indentured
servant. Rudi, who has been living as a hunter in the backwoods , claims
that he was never indentured, but was enslaved as a child by the man who
was assigned to be his guardian. Once the Lienhardts help to straighten
out Rudi' s legal situation, he forms a close relationship with them; but he
never seems able to commit himself to farming or a settled life, much to
the displeasure of the established Swiss community. Rudi drifts in and out
of the first book, but his story will be taken up as the central plot of the
next volume.
The second half of The Switzers tells how the young Lienhardt family
(by this time there is a son, Joggi) fares in the bitter and bloody Cherokee
War. Mad le and Johannes must part ways temporarily as all available men
are mustered into a militia and women and children are gathered,
unhappily , in a makeshift fort. Madle's frustration and resentment at
being, in effect, incarcerated for months at a time with strangers is
powerfully conveyed , as is Johannes' revulsion at having to destroy the
Cherokees ' dwellings and, more especially , their crops . Johannes is a
farmer to the bone, and the work of despoiling the lovingly tended
gardens wounds his very soul.
In the afternoon he was among those sent out to fell orchards.
Every time his axe gashed into the gummy wood , it was as ifhe
were swinging it into live flesh . The loaded branches cracked off,
crashed to the ground. The shambles of the orchard stretched for
acres around them. (271)
Here too, however , despite being moved by the sensitive prose , I was
beset by a nagging doubt. As with Johannes' anachronistic insight into
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slavery, his sympathy and admiration for his Cherokee adversary strike
a discordant note . Soldiers would do themselves no service by dwelling
on the tender humanity of the foe, and soldiers who have seen their
friends killed are unlikely to feel much compunction in punishing the
enemy. Johannes' ability to remain above the fray even when caught up
in battle seems not simply anachronistic but supernatural. And if whites
living on the frontier were really able to see both sides clearly , as
Johannes does , how could they live with themselves? The history of
white-Indian relations suggests other attitudes were ascendant in the
backcountry , especially during time of war. Williams wants to have it
both ways: her characters will be historically accurate down to their
buckskin britches , but their thinking will be immediately comprehensible
and familiar to the modern reader . If we are truly to understand what
motivated an event like the Cherokee War, we must disabuse ourselves of
the notion that people in the past felt and thought just as we do.
The second novel , Brightn ess Remember ed, takes up the story of Rudi
Naffels , who was only a peripheral character in The Switzers. The
historical event being elucidated is the South Carolina Regulation , a
vigilante movement that convulsed the frontier in the years 1767-69.
Rudi, gravely injured by robbers in the lawless woods bordering Indian
Creek, is nursed back to health by Margaret Allen , a feisty Scots-Irish girl,
and her saintly grandmother. Margaret 's brother Robert has just been
murdered , perhaps by the same gang that robbed Rudi, and the shared
misfortune , combined with Rudi's long convalescence, forges a tenuous
bond between Rudi and Margaret despite their mutual wariness.
When Rudi recovers , he heads back to Camping Creek to retrieve
tools he had buried there after a failed attempt at homesteading. As he
nears the Lienhardts ' place , however , he is accosted by Johannes' and
Madle's young son Joggi , who has been sent to bring help to fight off a
gang of plunderers who are at that very moment besieging the farm. Rudi
and Joggi succeed in recruiting the neighbors , and the marauders are
driven off after torching the barn and trampling down the wheat field.
As is her special gift, Williams manages to convey with exquisite
clarity the emotions of the Lienhardts while they are trapped in their
house with four of their small children. Even Heiri , the seven-year-old , is
given a voice:
Heiri thought ifJoggi were here , he wouldn ' t be so scared. He
was afraid not only of the fire and yelling outside , but even more
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of what could happen to his father - he'd seen crusted blood at a
bullet hole and dead eyes in an animal - and of the terrible things
that were happening now, his father shouting and cursing and
shooting too. The sulphuric stink crept into the loft, overpowering
the scent of dried fruit hung in bags from the rafters, the new-cut
apples laid on sheets beneath the eaves. (48)
Williams is fond of this direct reporting of her characters' thoughts,
and it is undeniably a powerful technique for creating immediacy and a
vivid sense of experience. It is also a gauge of how important a character
is destined to be: characters whose thoughts are not revealed will
disappear from the narrative. It is a peculiarity of Williams' work that
even characters to whose thinking we are privy sometimes effectively
vanish. Heiri, for example, never again contributes interior monologue,
and is only seen for brief moments in the rest of the novel. There is
something disconcerting about this, as if a friend with whom you were
intimate suddenly withdrew and refused to speak to you. This variation in
how characters are treated is symptomatic of a more general problem, that
many of the characters seem to have been created for the plot rather than
vice versa. But of course in a historical novel built around a series of
events, the rudiments of the plot are given a priori, so there is no
possibility of character driving plot.
Perhaps I have stumbled into another area where the purposes of
historian and novelist conflict. Williams wants to straddle the fence, but
she often introduces half-drawn characters, like Margaret's beau Jamie
Fraser or Madle's friend Polly, merely, one suspects, to enrich the
historical detail. The novelist, ever aware that each character must fully
inhabit its space, cannot be so cavalier with character development. The
historian, caring more for the facts than for the people (who, after all, are
fictional), uses the characters as tools, now pushing this one into the
limelight, now this other, and letting the ones not now in use slump limply
in the shadows. In The Switzers, Madle and perhaps Johannes were fully
fleshed. In Brightness Remembered, even the main characters, Rudi and
Margaret, are imperfectly realized. One never knows quite why they act
the way they do, or what they are likely to do.
Rudi returns to help support Margaret and her grandmother by
hunting. After the grandmother dies, Margaret's farm is visited in the
night by a band of Regulators who are determined to horsewhip Rudi in
order to, as one announces, "clear this country of vagabonds." (113) This
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is only part of the reason for the chastisement. The underlying problem is
that Rudi, by seeming to court Margaret, has transgressed the ethnic
border that separates Swiss-Germans from Scots-Irish. The Regulators ,
who in this case are Scots-Irish, intend to teach him to stay where he
belongs.
Here Williams comes up against another formal aspect of the novel
which is not conducive to presenting our best understanding of history.
The novelist must say, "This happened, at such a time, in such a way."
The historian always has the luxury of saying, "This is most likely what
happened. " The Regulator Movement was neither simple nor, despite
Williams' claim in the Afterword , particularly well-documented.
Historians have long debated whether it should be considered an
expression of class conflict , with poor yeomen against a wealthy elite; a
harbinger of the Revolution ; a quasi-legal response to the lack of courts;
or an avenue , in the absence of courts , for personal vendettas to be carried
out. As a chapter in history , it is, in a word , murky. The motives of the
Regulators are not well understood. Nevertheless , Williams, as a historical
novelist , is committed to bringing this history to life. The question then
becomes, which history? By choosing Richard Maxwell Brown ' s version ,
which she credits in the Afterword , Williams is arbitrarily deciding what
to present as "the truth." Once it is down on paper, with individual
Regulators portrayed and their actions and words reported , a specific
interpretation , one of many possible , has been canonized. But how close
to the truth is it? For a contested history like that of the Regulator
Movement, novelization seems an odd choice, as there is no solid
historical ground on which to construct the novel.
In Williams' version, the Regulators are shamed into releasing Rudi
by honest Jamie Fraser , who somehow finds the courage to face the mob
and tell them off. At this point Rudi runs off without a word , giving the
reader yet another jolt. The chapter , until that moment , is narrated from
Rudi' s point of view ; suddenly he disappears, and the reader hears
nothing from him for more than twenty-five pages. The difficulty here is
not so much that the narrative perspective shifts abruptly, but that the
reader doesn't know what is happening . Is Rudi gone for good? And why
did he leave? When Jamie Fraser seeks him out in his hunting camp four
months later to tell him he has treated Margaret badly , Rudi replies, "Yes ,
I did. How else could I treat her?" (160) What are we to make of this?
Williams apparently wishes us to conclude that Rudi has given up
Margaret for her own good , since the Scots-Irish community will never
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accept him as a suitable husband for her. On the other hand, Rudi has
been restless since he was first introduced as a teenager in The Switzers ,
so perhaps he is simply disinclined to marry Margaret. Or it might be his
own safety he is trying to secure. It is problematic that the protagonist of
the novel (or is Margaret the protagonist?) remains mysterious to the
reader despite the fact that by this time we have spent considerable time
inside his head. If the reader has no clear sense of Rudi after seeing him
from without and within , one begins to suspect that Williams herself
cannot see him clearly.
At the end of Brightness Rememb ered the reader is again beset by the
thought that Rudi exists only to illustrate events. After his traumatic
encounter with the Regulators, Rudi joins up with John Musgrove's
Moderator band, putting him on a trajectory that will bring him to the
brink of shooting at his relative Johannes , who is fighting with the
Regulators. At this point the issues that drive the two sides are impossible
for the reader to discern. Johannes has joined up because "having made
up his mind to a stand, he must hold to it." (178) Ultimately , Rudi finds
he cannot take part in the fight after seeing, or thinking he has seen,
Johannes' face on the opposite side. He leaves the troop by himself before
the battle begins and returns to the Lienhardt farm. When Johannes comes
home the next day, we find out that three prominent men had ridden
between the two sides , both arrayed in battle formation , and convinced
them to lay down their arms before the battle could begin. The Regulator
Movement is at an end. Rudi goes back to reclaim Margaret and become
a farmer.
The interpretation of the Regulator Movement which Williams
presents teaches us that vigilantism was necessary to curb lawlessness ,
although it sometimes got out of hand, and that settled farmers with a
stake in the community were likely to join it. When Rudi joins the
Moderators, however, we find that farmers with a stake in the community
also opposed the Regulators , which calls into question the entire schema
that Williams has set out for us. One suspects that the reality of the
Regulator Movement had more to do with the prevalence of firearms in
an area theoretically subject to colonial law but far beyond the reach of
any legal authority. In such a situation, everyone with a gun has a say .
The difficulty in describing in simple terms what different factions were
fighting for is due to the fact that there were arguably as many reasons for
fighting as there were men with guns . Williams has painted the movement
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in broad strokes to render it comprehensible; but it would be more
realistic , within the context of a novel , to let it remain incomprehensible.
Since the duty of the historical novelist, at least as Williams sees it,
is to explicate as well as animate the history, the reader is frequently
allowed to listen as characters explain , either in dialogue or interior
monologue , why they are doing whatever they are doing. This is efficient,
for ease of reporting, but it does not serve the intention of making the
events seem realistic. Actual people caught up in an event can only
experience it as a blur , and the details that stand out to them may be a
result of chance , or of their state of mind at the moment. When compelled
to make choices , they are often unable to explain clearly either to
themselves or others why they picked one alternative and not the other .
It is often only in retrospect, as we try to fit our own life events into some
sort of coherent narrative , that we ascribe motivations for our own
choices. Yet Johannes , Rudi and the other characters who populate these
three novels somehow understand their choices , at least as far as politics
goes, clearly at every juncture. To bring the historical narrative into high
relief , the humans are used as mouthpieces. This can only detract from the
naturalness of the personal narrative.
The third novel , By Wonders and By War, the largest of the three , is
also the most ambitious and the most artistically successful. Partly this
success is attributable to the fact that the historical narrative, the
Revolution in the Carolinas , has a formal structure ofits own, which it has
acquired over the years as an essential chapter in American history.
Although the structure of a history need not resemble the structure of a
novel , the narratives which are revisited most frequently - and the
Revolution is surely one of these - tend to assume some of the features of
heroic fiction as they come to serve as national myths. So the portion of
the Lienhardt saga that takes place during the Revolution has some natural
advantages , from a novelistic point of view. We know, for example, that
it must have a definite ending. The conflict seems clear-cut , and the plot
line of the history is suitably dramatic: the early disaster of the fall of
Charleston to the British , much struggle and the keeping of the faith
against great odds, perseverance and eventual triumph by dint of will.
Williams also chooses , in this novel , to allow Madie and Johannes to
function as the core rather than as two of many equally important
characters. This has the effect of grounding the story in a way that
distinguishes it from the two chronologically prior novels, both of which
seemed to be about whatever character was being featured at a given
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moment. Keeping Johannes and Madle in the center also allows the novel
to pack a huge emotional punch, with the help of some beautifully
sensitive prose. The Lienhardts' reactions can interpret events for us in a
naturalistic way without having to resort to characters reporting news to
each other, an awkward device Williams still relies on more than she
should. Finally, because the war extends its tentacles into every barn and
farmhouse in the backcountry, those left at home remain as much a part
of the story as those who join to fight. There is never a sense in this novel,
as there is all too often in the other two, that characters who are out of
sight are in suspended animation. They remain alive, and we worry about
them when they are out of the spotlight.
We take up the story of the Lienhardt family in 1780 as they hear the
news that Charlestown, where son J oggi is serving with a colonial militia,
has fallen. As his parents wonder, anguished, whether they will ever see
him again, Joggi manages to come straggling home, wounded, exhausted
and starved. After be has regained some of his strength, Johannes tries to
convince him that he has done his part:
Johannes paced to the fireplace, stood a moment, went to the
door as if he would go out, turned around. "Joggi, you've fought
your share, more than your share. Two years or the biggest part
of it you've been under arms. You fought in Georgia and you've
fought in the low country. And now it's over!"
"Papa, it's not over! If they've won down there, don't think
they won't come up here too! And if they move up here - it's not
over, it's just started!" (20)
Joggi's words prove to be prophetic as the war, like some malevolent
tide, gradually washes closer and closer to Savana Hunt, the Lienhardt's
home. Heiri, Joggi's next younger brother, wants to join up too, but Joggi
refuses to allow him to come as he sets out to find a new militia unit. At
this point Johannes seems almost indifferent to the war. He does what he
can to convince his two oldest sons to stay home and devote themselves
to the farm so that the family's food supply will be guaranteed. Johannes'
experience in the Cherokee War, a generation earlier, has strengthened
him in his conviction that farming the land is "what the good God
intended for us - not slaughter and burnings, smoke and rage." (13)
Williams does not explore exactly how Joggi and Heiri have acquired
their Patriot convictions. Neither of the boys is given more than a cursory
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description , and the only motivation we see for either wanting to fight is
that they feel , somehow, that it is their duty. The historical question of
why some Americans chose the Patriot side while others, like Joggi's and
Heiri ' s brother-in-law, Conrad Meyer, fought with the British , is a
fascinating one, but Williams throws no light on it. People just feel the
way they feel.
Once Joggi goes back to the war, the British and Loyalists occupy the
entire backcountry and issue an edict that all inhabitants must swear
allegiance to the Crown or be considered enemies of the King . Those who
swear allegiance will be subject to military service . In effect , every man
must now choose to fight for one side or the other. At this point Heiri
decides to join up with neighbor Willi Rieder , who has been paroled after
being captured in Charlestown . They make their way with difficulty to
Rudi Naffels ' homestead and convince him to accompany them , leaving
Margaret and Rudi ' s two young children to manage as best they can.
When Heiri and Willi see their first combat , at Cedar Springs , the
tongue-tied Heiri proves himself to be a resolute fighter , and Willi ,
veteran of the siege of Charlestown , begins to see him with new eyes.
Williams displays a subtle grasp of the transformative power of war, ofits
effects, both good and bad, on men whom it touches. Heiri ' s new
competence , which surprises both him and Willi , seems almost to justify
his need to find the war and join it. Overnight , he has become a man.
While Joggi and Heiri are off fighting , Loyalist troops come to
plunder the Lienhardt farm. At this point the book seems to open up like
a magical shell to reveal the true face of total war. The despoliation of the
homestead , which has been the symbol of cheerful domesticity in all three
volumes, is painful reading. Madie is shocked to find that some of the
invaders are neighbors' sons. As the family watches , the soldiers pack up
and cart off everything the Lienhardts own: food, cooking utensils ,
clothing, bedding , poultry , cattle and horses. They are left with an empty
house, no grain to eat, no seed to plant, no clothes but those they wear.
Here is daughter Cathri ' s view from the front yard:
Now they brought out the last of the house plunder. Madle would
not look at the stuffed knobby sacks and the baskets , but Cathri
looked. She could tell the shapes of candlesticks , plates , jugs , and
jars , knew them to be leaving their house, drawn out of its life
perhaps forever. She saw a bright spill of blue silk, her mother's
treasured lutestring silk though not worn in many a year , and
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knew that under it were yards and yards oflace made long ago by
small skilled hands in another country . (127)
Once the Lienhardts' house is plundered, the reader ceases being an
onlooker and becomes an outraged partisan. Williams has done a clever
trick here by pulling us emotionally into the action. She has illustrated , in
a way that rings true beyond any doubt , exactly how men like Johannes ,
who may have hoped somehow to tread the careful path of neutrality ,
were driven forcefully to the Patriot cause. The dynamics are true , both
psychologically and historically . The harder the British tried to subdue the
Carolina countryside , the more men they pushed into the American forces.
The war in the South was not won so much as lost.
After the raid on his farm, Johannes belatedly decides his only
recourse is to swear allegiance to the King and hope that it may save his
family from further suffering. Joggi , after being captured and paroled ,
joins a company of Georgians under Joseph McDowell. He sees action at
Fairforest Creek and attaches himself to the command of Otho Williams.
Heiri , after being wounded and captured , escapes with Willi and both take
refuge with a Scots-Irish family for several months until Heiri recovers.
Williams here captures the tangled quality of enlistments in the
Revolutionary War. Joggi's and Heiri ' s experiences of joining up ,
fighting , going home , joining up again , perhaps being captured and
paroled and joining up again , are typical of American militiamen. Sixty
years after the end of the war, when pensions were offered to surviving
veterans , many old soldiers related having fought, or at least served , under
several commanders at different times. Seeing , in Williams' account , how
fluidly units could form and disband, one acquires a deeper appreciation
for the American generals able to make good use of such insubstantial and
unpredictable armies.
Now Williams brings us into the thick of the war. Heiri and Willi
rejoin a militia unit; Joggi and Rudi eventually find themselves fighting
under Daniel Morgan ' s command. This segment of the story , which is
devoted to recording in great detail the progress of what Nathanael
Greene dubbed the "Fugitive War," sometimes loses track ofits novelistic
bearings and veers off into straight history for pages at a time. Here is a
description of Morgan ' s adversary :
The British had been reinforced in December by thirteen
hundred and fifty fresh troops, now slogging up the country by
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way of Camden. Cornwallis had at last broken camp at
Winnsborough and was moving his thirty-five hundred up east of
the Broad to catch the remaining Rebels after Tarleton should
have broken them . And on January 15 a report came in that
Tarleton himself had not only his five hundred and fifty-man
British Legion but a total of eleven or twelve hundred men that
included infantry and artillery.
Williams is serving two masters here, and even though she manages
to keep the narrative style consistent , there is no getting around the
difficulty of stuffing great chunks of military history into a novel. When
the history comes on the scene , the novel is suspended for a while ,
sacrificed for a greater purpose. The reader is coerced into following the
details of the campaigns , knowing that sooner or later the characters will
show up again. It is here that one senses that Williams' real interest is the
big picture and not the little humans. She is entitled to her opinions, but
the question to ask about her interweaving of history and the story of a
small number of people is whether it is effective. Both a history and a
novel require a proper sense of rhythm and pacing , which is very hard to
achieve when they are combined. The novel , especially, suffers when the
point of view is transferred to headquarters or an omniscient viewer
hovering above the battlefield , causing the characters to disappear for
pages at a time. Perhaps I am simply more partial to the novel. My
reaction to most of the battle history , which I grant is well written , is to
ask why the reader needs to know this. The answer, of course, is that it is
American History, and so, ipso facto, important. But for the people caught
up in the fray, and virtually ignorant of the tactics planned by their
commanding officers , none of this information matters; and including it
has the effect of belittling them: they are simply small cogs in a big
machine.
Willi and Heiri finally meet up with Joggi just before the battle of
Cowpens , where Heiri , while saving Willi's life , becomes one of the few
American casualties . Joggi leaves the army to deliver the terrible news to
his family . Here Williams does a masterful job - as she does whenever
great emotions come to bear - describing a poignantly universal scene.
Joggi finds his father by the sound of his axe in the woods.
"Joggi?" Johannes half-frowned , half-smiled. "What-where
have you come from? "
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"I came from back that way . I heard your axe and I knew it
was you. Papa." Joggi stepped forward, again stopped. Suddenly
he could say no word. His silence became terrible.
Creekwater rushing over roots and sand prolonged the
silence.
Johannes said heavily, "You've come to tell us something."
(269)
As the scene continues, Joggi, the battle-hardened soldier, finds that
he cannot give voice to the painful words he has come many miles to say.
In the end, he can only mouth his brother's name. In vignettes like this
one Williams has a sure command of her art . She gives the reader, in a
few simple words, a full and complete understanding of the physical
nature of grief, of its power to irrevocably alter the universe. Simplicity
is one of the keys to her success in rendering high emotion accessible to
the reader; a deep knowledge of at least some of the characters is the
other.
But this knowledge does not extend even to the entire Lienhardt
family. There are five children left at home. The youngest , Andreas,
Georgi and Anneli, are merely cardboard figures. Cathri is given spunk
and a romantic interest in Willi Rieder. Hans, the fourteen-year-old son,
is brought to life with a few brushstrokes for the single purpose, one
suspects, of having him run off and join the army . This careless attitude
toward minor characters gives the novel an uneven feel. One is
sometimes, as after Heiri's death , drawn into the characters ' plight with
excruciating intimacy. At other times , as when Hans leaves, one is
watching from a distance. The reader doesn't know Hans , who has not
figured at all in the previous story line, and so can only experience his
departure generically.
Over the period of more than a year during which Joggi, Willi and
Rudi are fighting , the families left at home are brought closer and closer
to starvation by repeated Loyalist raids that carry off whatever provisions
they have managed to scrape together and destroy any crops that are
found. When Rudi's enlistment is up and he begins to head for his home
on Indian Creek, he is horrified to find that Loyalists in the neighborhood
have not been content with mere plunder, but have laid everything waste.
His own cabin is burned to the ground, and Margaret and his children are
nowhere to be found . It is in her close descriptions of the guerrilla war in
the backcountry that Williams comes into her own. No one who reads the
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story of Rudi's anguished attempt to follow what he hopes are his
family's footprints in the road can fail to be moved by his desperate
uncertainty. Here Williams manages to convey, without any
awkwardness, the reality of the time and place. Rudi, fighting far from
home, has been utterly cut off from communication with his family and
has no way to know if they are still alive. In the end he discovers them
staying with a neighbor; but the entire episode, which is so affecting that
one dreads to tum the page, tells us better than the factually correct
historical portions what it must have been like to inhabit the history.
Rudi's lack of news also stands in contrast to the situation at the
Lienhardts' place, where someone always seems to be delivering news of
battles or troop movements . In fact, such news was not readily available
in the 18th Century , when even generals could not easily find the location
of the enemy . We sometimes lose sight of the isolation of life on the
frontier at a time when all news must travel on foot, and Williams'
depiction of the Lienhardts up-to-date understanding of how the war was
proceeding seems less accurate than the Naff els' lack of communication.
The novel culminates in the Battle of Eutaw Springs, which, though
not a clear victory for either side, proved to be the final major engagement
in the fight for the Carolinas. Radicalized by the devastation of their farms
by British and Loyalist troops , Johannes and his old friend Hans Jacob
Rieder , Willi's father , also join up to do their part. All the men in both
families - Johannes, Joggi and Hans Lienhardt , Rudi Naffels , and Hans
Jacob and Willi Rieder- fight in the battle ; Hans and Willi are killed. The
war in the Carolinas , having taken all it could take, is winding down.
Perhaps it is intentional on Williams ' part that the story of Swiss
immigrants , which is certainly the focus of at least the first half of The
Switzers, has by the end of the third book been transformed into the story
of the Revolution in the Carolinas. The fact that the young soldiers we are
following are Swiss is hardly an issue. It comes up now and again as
people struggle with their odd names or when Heiri , whose command of
English is imperfect , struggles to communicate. But with the exception of
these moments , the characters are indistinguishable from the Scots-Irish
and English Americans with whom they mingle. I suppose it is inevitable
that an immigrant saga that follows the characters forward in time will
become less and less about immigrants. Even the first generation are
drawn into the here and now of life on the frontier and have little time or
energy to devote to thinking about their Swiss origins.
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All three books are strongest when they focus in closely on how the
characters experience their situations. Williams has a talent for building
a psychological reality that is natural and convincing , and I found myself
wishing she would apply it to more of the characters. This may be a
matter of taste. For readers who appreciate a specific and colorful account
of attested events, the third book in particular is to be highly
recommended. All three volumes succeed more than they fall short , and
it is a tribute to Williams' artistry that one wishes to be able to spend more
time with her characters .
Kristina Marcy
University of Illinois at Chicago
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Tritt Family History. Volume I: Ancestry, Life and Times of Brothers
Hans, Peter, and Christian Tritt, Immigrants to Pennsylvania in 1739,
and Their Children, by Tritt Family Research, Inc. , 1999. Available from
Richard L. Miller, Treasurer, 510 Schoolhouse Lane, Shippensburg, PA
17257-1020 . 201 pages. 208 photographs and drawings. Hardbound. $
45.00 plus $4.00 shipping.
Although its contents are not directly relevant to family historians of
Mennonites in Lancaster County , Pennsylvania, this top-quality history
demonstrates how to organize , research, and present the story of a
Pennsylvania German family with Swiss roots.
Interested Tritt volunteers formed Tritt Family Research, Inc. in 1977,
later obtaining official recognition as a non-profit corporation. They held
business meetings and assigned volunteers to tasks such as building a
database of Tritt descendants , publishing a newsletter, organizing
reunions in the U.S. and Europe , researching early Tritt pioneers in North
America , raising funds to commission professional research on Tritt
ancestors , planning publication of this book , and creating an archive at the
Cumberland County Historical Society, Carlisle , Pennsylvania. Ten
volunteer researchers investigated the early Tritts and systematically
documented the Tritt genealogy, building on a century of sporadic work
by various Tritts. Nine editors and authors put together this book, drawing
on the input of 34 persons acknowledged for important contributions .
Other individuals or couples (54) donated funds toward the publication.
Researchers have identified the Obersimmental Valley in southern
Canton Bern, Switzerland, as the place of origin of the Tritt family. The
name is spelled variously as Tritt , Tritten, Tritter , and Treat among the
Swiss records , and standardized to Tritt (sometimes Dritt) in colonial
Pennsylvania. A map on the front inside cover detailing a five-mile stretch
of the Simrne River draws attention to five early ancestral villages where
Tritt family records have been found. Among the earliest is a 1590 record
from the village of Lenk , along the upper reaches of the Simme River,
which shows a family member fined 10 Pfennig for permitting dancing at
his home on Christmas Eve. However , an even earlier record, dated
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March 8, 1485, declares Petrus Tritten of the Simmental as a witness on
a legal document in Sion, in the house of the ruling governor of the
Canton ofValais (p. xviii). This proves that Tritt families have lived in the
Obersimmental at least since the fifteenth century, and that they had
maintained contact across the Alps by way of Rawyl Pass to Canton
Valais to the south. The Tritt/Tritten family name is likely derived from
the German noun "Tritt" which meant "the one living at the path that has
steps."
In the 1690s the Tritts became part of the general exodus out of
Switzerland into lands to the north. Friedrich Tritten left the
Obersimmental and settled in Diedendorf, Alsace, forty miles northwest
of Strasbourg. His grandsons, Hans Peter Tritt, Jr., and Christian, left from
there for Rotterdam, Holland, where they embarked on the long transAtlantic voyage to Pennsylvania, arriving in 1739.
Researcher Harold M. Hegyessy ponders the reasons for emigration.
Were the Tritts Anabaptists driven out of Switzerland by religious
persecution? This is plausible since Hans Peter Tritt was christened as an
adult in the DiedendorfReformed Church in 1710, indicating that he may
never have been christened as a youth. One quibble of these reviewers
came with calling Anabaptists a "dissident group of the Zwingli Early
Swiss Reformed Church" (p. xx) when in fact the Swiss Anabaptists
separated from Zwingli's followers. In addition, economics certainly
played a role in migrations. The cycle of poverty ground tightly around
the rural population as small tracts of land could no longer be subdivided
to satisfy all heirs and the few other occupations were rigidly controlled
by powerful trade guilds. Wealthy merchants and bureaucrats were
actively buying up rural lands and displacing the inhabitants from their
livelihoods.
Upon arrival in Pennsylvania Hans Peter Tritt settled near
Reamstown, Lancaster County, and associated with the Muddy Creek
Reformed Church. Around 1750, he left Lancaster County and moved to
Windsor Township, York County, where he acquired over 200 acres and
died in 1768. Some of his descendants later settled in Cumberland
County, near Newville.
Several researchers detail the stories of Hans Peter Tritt' s children,
providing photographs of homesteads and illustrated reproductions of
various historical documents, including survey maps, deeds, and wills.
The eldest son, Johann Jacob Dritt ( 1746-1817), was a prosperous citizen
of York County. He acquired large tracts of land in Lancaster County as
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well , and attempted to establish a town on the east bank of the
Susquehanna River near what is now the west end of Blue Rock Road in
Manor Township. On Saturday , March 14, 1807, 300 lots were advertised
for the newly formed town of Woodstock , which would be sold by lottery
drawing . One lot was reserved for a market and four others for churches
of the Mennonite , Presbyterian , Lutheran, and Moravian confessions (p.
40). In addition , Dritt also agreed to pay $800 to the person drawing lot
# 16, which also planned to include a bridge across the Susquehanna. The
lottery produced so few respondents that the idea was dropped until 1811
when Dritt laid out 122 lots for the town of Washington (now Washington
Born) near the same site as Woodstock. This time all the lots were drawn
and the new town Washington was birthed. John Jacob Dritt drowned on
the evening of December 19, 1817, while attempting to cross the swollen
Susquehanna from Washington.
The book also includes a section of Tritt family legends, an
etymology , a description of early life in the Obersimmental, and a history
of Diedendorf. The back cover details a section of the Susquehanna
Valley in Pennsylvania from Shippensburg to Gap showing fifteen
colonial locations pertinent to Tritt family history. Currently the family is
found in France , Germany , Uruguay , and New Zealand, in addition to the
major groups in the United States , and the descendants remaining in the
original communities of the Obersimmental in Switzerland.
These reviewers have the impression of systematic, thorough, and
well-documented research. The enthusiasts in Tritt Family Research, Inc.
are already planning four future volumes to further share their fami ly
history. With their inspiring example combined with ample research tools,
now including e-mail and the Internet , Mennonite researchers should rise
to the challenge ofunderstanding our own history as a people and sharing
our heritage with our children and others.
Ray mond S. Martin, M cLean , Virginia
Darvin L. Martin , Lanca ster, Pennsy lvania
Reprinted by pemlission from Pennsylvania Mennonite Heritage 24 (October
2001): 43-44, published by Lancast er Mennonite Historical Society, David J.
Rempel Smucker , Editor.
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SAHS ANNUAL REPORT 2001
38TH SAHS ANNUAL MEETING
Embassy of Switzerland
2900 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20008
1. AGENDA FOR THE BUSINESS MEETING
2. REPORTS
A. Minutes of the Meeting,
Sabine Jessner
B. Nominating Committee,
Rosa Schupbach
C. New President's Report
Marianne Burkhard
D. Treasurers' Report
North America, Nicole Butz
Europe, Fred Moser
E. Projected Budget 2002
Marianne Burkhard
F. Membership Report ,
Ernest Thurston
G. Publications and Grants,
Leo Schelbert
3. PROGRAM FOR THE AFTERNOON MEETING
4 OBITUARIES
Delbert L. Gratz
Gustav T. Durrer
Selina Sutter
42
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THIRTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL SAHS BUSINESS MEETING
1.AGENDA
1. Call to Order and Welcome
Eric Amhof, Embassy of Switzerland
Rosa Schupbach, Chair of Nominating Committee
2. Minutes of the Thirty-Seventh Annual Meeting
Sabine Jessner
3. Elections

Rosa Schupbach
4. New President's Report
Marianne Burkhard
5. Treasurers' Report

North America Nicole Butz
Europe
Fred Moser
6. Projected Budget
Marianne Burkhard

7. Membership Report
Ernest Thurston
8. Publications and Grants
Leo Schelbert
9. New Business and Announcements

10. 39th Annual Meeting
October 5, 2002
Philadelphia , PA
11. Adjournment
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2.REPORTS
A. Minutes of the Thirty Eighth Annual Business Meeting
of the Swiss American Historical Society
Embassy of Switzerland, Washington, DC
October 6, 2001
Members of the Swiss American Historical Society gathered at 9:15
in the Embassy of Switzerland to greet each other and partake in excellent
coffee and delicious rolls.
Promptly at 10 a.m. Dr . Eric Amhof, Cultural Counselor of the
Embassy of Switzerland, greeted members and also introduced the
Embassy's Military Attache Andre Calcio-Gandino and Edith Herger,
Administrative Secretary of the Embassy's Cultural Section. Dr. Arnhof
announced a change in the afternoon program: Faith Whittlesey, former
Ambassador of the United States to Switzerland, would not be able to
address the meeting this afternoon since she was recovering from an
operation.
Rosa Schupbach, head of the Nominating Committee, next greeted the
members. Since the SAHS President was not in attendance, she noted that
the Board of Advisors had agreed that she open the business meeting. Ms.
Schupbach asked for a minute of silence in memory of SAHS members
deceased during the past year. Dr. Gustav Durrer died on September 10,
2001, at the age of ninety. Ms. Schupbach also had disturbing news about
Selina Sutter, an active SAHS member since 1986 who was working on
the seventy-ninth floor of the World Trade Center when the building was
destroyed on September 11 and who has not been heard of since.
Unfortunately, it is assumed that she was a victim of the terrorist attack.
[This later proved to be the case.]
Sabine Jessner, the SAHS Secretary, asked whether there were any
corrections or additions to the minutes of the 37th annual meeting held in
New York City which have been published in the February 2001 issue of
the SAHS Review. Dr. Arnold Price moved and Mr. Franz von Arx
seconded the motion that the minutes be accepted without reading. This
passed unanimously.
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Rosa Schupbach, Chair of the Nominating Committee, presented the
Committee's proposed slate of officers and of members of the Board of
Advisors:
Officers:
President:
Vice President, N. America:
Vice President, Switzerland:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Membership Secretary:

Marianne Burkhard, OSB
Rosa Schupbach
Simon Netzle
Mary Huber Leedy
Miquelon Weyeneth
Ernest Thurston

Board of Advisors:
Class of 1999:

Lewis Bunker Rohrbach, replacing
Mary Huber Leedy, now SAHS Secretary

Class of 2000-2003:

Jiirg Siegenthaler, replacing Marianne
Burkhard, now SAHS President
Simone Schoch, replacing Rosa L.
Schupbach, now SAHS Vice President

Class of 2001-2004:

Urspeter Schelbert, replacing Raymond
Probst

Ms. Schupbach mentioned that Selina Sutter was slated to be elected
as a member of the Class of 2001-2004 of the Board of Advisors and
asked whether she should be replaced. After discussion it was decided that
she should be kept on until official news of her death had been received.
The proposed composition of the SAHS Board of Advisors was
therefore as follows:
Class of 1999-2002:
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Class of 2000-2003:

Franz von Arx
H. Dwight Page
Simone Schoch
Jiirg Siegenthaler
David Sutton

Class of 2001-2004:

Margot Durrer-Ammann
Annemarie Gilman
Hans Moser
Urspeter Schelbert
Selina Sutter.

The proposed slate of officers and members of the Advisory Board
was accepted unanimously on the motion of Mr. Jacques Schoch and
seconded by Mr. Franz von Arx.
Marianne Burkhard, the newly elected SAHS President, chaired the
rest of the meeting. In her report she emphasized that she was happy to
serve the Swiss American Historical Society again; she was president
from 1981-1986 and has remained involved in SAHS's activities.
Dr. Burkhard applauded the Society's accomplishment during the past
year. She mentioned the new format of the SAHS Review which features
articles and book reviews relating to topics of Swiss American interest.
Next she drew attention to two books the SAHS published during the
year. First she noted Switzerland Under Siege, a project co-sponsored by
the ALPS project and the SAHS. She mentioned that one of the chapters
of this volume had been authored by the late Dr. Heinz K. Meier who had
been instrumental in reactivating the SAHS and had served as its
president and as editor of publications. Dr. Burkhard then referred to the
novel Brightness Remembered of Carol Williams which completed this
author's trilogy featuring the experiences of Swiss immigrants and their
descendants from the 1730's to 1800 in the Congaree region of South
Carolina.
The new SAHS President also stressed the need for new members.
She thanked Dr. Charles Ziegler for initiating and sponsoring a
promotional flyer for the Society which should soon be ready for wide
distribution. She also mentioned a regional meeting held in late October
2000 in New Bern, NC, chaired by Dr. Philip Gelzer and attended by
Erdmann Schmocker, Chau Nguyen, Hans Moser, and Leo Schelbert.
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Dr. Burkhard also reported that on June 6, 2001, the Midwest Dairy
Institute was formally opened in Milbank , SD. The chalet-style building,
designed by Architects Erdmann Schmocker and Chau Nguyen, was
donated to the Milbank Community Foundation by Max Gonzenbach and
Rudi N ef in honor of their late Swiss immigrant parents who had built up
Milbank ' s Valley Queen Cheese Factory . Among the Swiss artifacts
adorning the interior were also four stained glass panels featuring the
coat-of-arms of the Gonzenbach and Nef families which were donated by
the SAHS on the initiative of E. Schmocker, then SAHS President, and
with the approval of the 1999 annual meeting .
In this coming year, Dr. Burkhard pointed out, two books will be
distributed by the SAHS , the publication of which had been approved at
the 2000 annual meeting. The first book by Ernest Thiirkauf is titled A
Small Lifetim e and features the story of the Thi.irkauf family ' s emigration
to Canada , then to the United States as well as Ernest Thiirkaufs
experiences as a teaching master electrician in New Jersey and in the Far
East. Lewis Bunker Rohrbach , a professional genealogist, author , and
President of Picton Press , is preparing a new genealogical guide for Swiss
Americans , a complimentary copy of which the SAHS will distribute to
all its members.
Special tasks for the coming year will be the conclusion of the
revision of the SAHS By-laws , the pursuit of the possible establishment
of a SAHS section in the southeastern United States , and a wide
distribution of the promotional flyer in order to increase membership.
In conclusion Dr. Burkhard thanked the Embassy of Switzerland for
its generous hospitality , Mr. Georg Gyssler and Dr. Donald Hilty of the
ALPS project for making possible the jointly sponsored publication of
Switzerland Under Siege, and Architects Erdmann Schmocker and Chau
Nguyen for their long-standing, extensive , and dedicated work for the
Society . She also thanked the SAHS officers for fulfilling their manifold
tasks throughout the year.
In the absence of the SAHS Treasurer Nicole Butz , Dr. Burkhard
presented her report. Franz von Arx had a question concerning the
increased shares in the Vanguard Fund and the value of these shares.
Miquelon Weyeneth, the new SAHS Treasurer, promised to present a
more detailed report on this fund next year. Dr. Heinz Brachmann moved
and Dr. Leo Schelbert seconded the adoption of the report which was
unanimously approved.
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Ernest Thurston then presented the Membership Report. He pointed
out that fewer new members had joined this past year so that their number
did not offset that of those lost due to death or non-payment of dues . In
order to increase membership he suggested that the new promotional flyer
and also Dr. Donald Tritt's book Swiss Festivals be distributed as widely
as possible to Swiss American group s. He also asked that members send
him their e-mail addresses.
As Chair of SAHS Publications Leo Schelbert discussed the
possibility of publishing in 2003 the study of Monika Bachmann on
Leland Harrison , US Minister to Bern during World War Two. Dr . Philip
Gelzer asked for more information and wondered why the publication was
not possible already in 2002. L. Schelbert invited M. Bachmann to explain
her study , a product of a ten-year effort. Leland Harrison , a career
diplomat , M. Bachmann pointed out , had been named US Minister to
Switzerland by President F. D. Roosevelt in 1937, and he was to remain
in this post for ten years . He loved things Swiss and strove to explain to
Washington , especially the US State Department , Swiss actions during the
war years.
Concerning publishing this study not in 2002 , but 2003 , L. Schelbert
explained , related to finances. Erdmann Schmocker as SAHS President
had built up an endowment , based largely on the generosity of M.
Gonzenbach and on life memberships. The interest earned from the
endowment was to pay in part for the annual cost of publishing and
distributing the SAHS Review and the sending out of occasional books to
life members . Part of the interest earned from the endowment - he
allocated annually $2000 - was to support SAHS publications. L.
Schelbert stated that in his view $40,000 of the endowment should be
viewed as the principal in relation to life memberships , the available rest
as a publication fund which should be built up . Ms. Miquelon Weyeneth ,
the new SAHS Treasurer , concurred that the endowment should contain
such a minimum to cover annual expenses for life memberships.
The comment made that funds from outside sources could easily be
made available for publications was questioned by Dr. Donald Hilty as
well as by Dr. Stephen Halbrook who both have been extensively
involved with the ALPS project devoted to publishing and distributing
books on Swiss topics , especially relating to World War Two . Dr.
Halbrook , author of the successful work Target Switzerland, considered
a book on Leland Harrison to be of importance. Cultural Counselor E.
Amhof stated that he would consult with Ambassador Blickenstorfer
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol38/iss1/10
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whether money in Switzerland could be made available for such a
publication. After further discussion P. Gelzer moved, seconded by
Professor Jfug Siegenthaler, that the study be published in 2002, but the
motion was defeated. Asked about the cost of publication, L. Schelbert
stated that it might lie between $4,000 and $5,000 , not including the cost
of the book's mailing. M. Burkhard summarized the sense of the meeting
that funds should be sought for publishing M. Bachmann's study .
As Chair of Awards L. Schelbert asked Mr. Dale Winke to present his
proposal for a documentary on the history and culture of Switzerland
based on the book Why Switzerland of Jonathan Steinberg , formerly
professor at Cambridge , England, now at the University of Pennsylvania
in Philadelphia. Mr. Winke had first proposed a seven-hour documentary,
but extensive discussions with Professor Steinberg led to a thirteen-hour
proposal. Swiss friends provided Mr. Winke with several hundred
business contacts in Switzerland , but he has received to date moral
support at best. He met with the WBGU/PBS station manager Mr. Patrick
Fitzgerald and found genuine interest in the project among the PBS staff.
Mr. Winke also has an initial letter of intent from "Park Model Transport"
and Mr . Bill Goodwin , a long time customer and friend , to provide 3.7
million dollars. But some $4. 7 million will be needed to realize the
project. Depending on financing , the filming is scheduled to begin in
January 2002 . Following up on a question about Steinberg's book, Dr.
Burkhard endorsed the project wholeheartedly and thought that a PBS
series would be a good fit. The membership voted unanimously to award
the $500 Paroz Grant and the $500 Gonzenbach Grant to Mr. Winke as
seed money for his project.
Dr. Burkhard also suggested that the some eight hundred remaining
copies of Dr. Tritt's book as well as others still in stock be distributed as
widely as possible before they are out of date. She also agreed , however ,
with Dr. Price ' s suggestion that copies of the book be retained for
distribution to new members. Under new business Mr. Alex Soland
suggested that the SAHS raise its dues and that an opportunity for
donations be included with dues notices. The matter will be taken up by
the SAHS officers.
Before adjournment at twelve noon President Burkhard reminded the
members that the next annual meeting will be held in Philadelphia on
Saturday , October 5, 2002.
Respectfully submitted ,
Sabine Jessner, SAHS Secretary
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B. Nominating Committee Report
The Nominating Committee consisted of Franz von Arx, Jacques
Schoch, Rosa Schupbach, Chair, and Ernest Thurston. All who had
indicated that they would be present today have been mailed both, the
slate of the Officers and that of the Board of Advisors. Rosa Schupbach
formally presented the following slate:
President:
Vice President, USA:
Vice President, CH:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Membership Secretary:

Marianne Burkhard, OSB
Rosa Schupbach
Simon Netzle
Mary Huber Leedy
Miquelon L. Weyeneth
Ernest Thurston.

Since there were no nominations from the floor, Rosa Schupbach
declared the nominations closed. Jacques Schoch then moved and Franz
von Arx seconded that the proposed slate of SAHS Officers be elected.
The motion passed unamimously.
The Chair of the Nominating Committee then presented the names of
those to be elected to the Board of Advisors. Three people - Mary Leedy,
Marianne Burkhard, and Rosa Schupbach - had to be replaced on the
Board of Advisors since they were elected as Officers. All the members
of the Class 2001-2004 had to be reelected. The Nominating Committee
proposed:
Class of 1999-2002:
Class of 2000-2003:
Class of 2001-2004:

Lewis Bunker Rohrbach
Ji.irg Siegenthaler
Simone Schoch
Margot Ammann Durrer
Annemarie Gilman
Hans Moser
Urspeter Scheiber! (Switzerland)
Selina Sutter

Because Ms. Sutter had worked in the World Trade Center and has
not been heard of since September 11, Rosa Schupbach asked whether or
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not Ms. Sutter should now be replaced. It was the sense of the meeting
that her name should be kept on the list until official notice of her demise
was received .
There were no nominations from the floor and the slate of the
Nominating Committee for the Board of Advisors was approved
unanimously on the motion of Mr. Jacques Schoch and seconded by Franz
von Arx.
Rosa Schupbach
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C. New President's Report
During the past year the Swiss American Historical Society has again
been able to accomplish many things thanks to the cooperation of our
members and also of others, 'zugewandte Orte', as we would say in
Switzerland, speaking of people who were not members of the Swiss
Confederation, but dedicated to the same ideals and goals and willing to
participate in common projects.

The Past Year
Perhaps the most visible accomplishment is the new way of publishing
the SAHS Review. Thanks to the cooperation of Lewis Bunker Rohrbach it
is now published and distributed by the dedicated staff of Picton Press and
appears in the form of the serious periodical it is and has been for years.
While its looks have changed, its content will not change: - we are still
committed to publishing scholarly articles on history and genealogy, and
also source materials such as diaries, autobiographies, and letters as well as
book reviews.
SAHS members also received two books which reflect the Society's
broad interests. The volume Switzerland Under Siege deals with Swiss
history, with the period of World War Two, and the numerous problems it
created for Switzerland. It was a collaborative effort between the SAHS and
the ALPS Project, an undertaking of the American Swiss Foundation
chaired by Faith Whittlesey , a former Ambassador of the United States to
Switzerland. By publishing a series of books the ALPS Project strives to
counteract the negative image derived from the controversy about Swiss
banks and Jewish accounts. This collection of essays is thus a timely and
well researched source of information for anyone who wants to know more
about this period of Swiss history. By including an essay of Heinz K. Meier,
the volume also pays a post-humous tribute to one of the early SAHS
presidents who was instrumental in reorganizing the SAHS in the early
1960s and helped shaping it into an organization which despite its small size
has made a constant and serious contribution to Swiss American history.
The other book, Brightness Remembered, is the third novel in Carol
William's trilogy about Swiss immigrants from the l 730's through the
American Revolution in South Carolina. This book, equally moving and
gripping as its predecessor By Wonders and By War, again shows the power
of this writer to evoke the human side of war and its horrors, as well as a
writer's commitment to plead for understanding between different ethnic
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol38/iss1/10
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groups, - a topic which in the recent terrorist attacks has again come to the
foreground of our consciousness. Reading these last two novels by Carol
Williams has given me an invaluable insight into the complex events
leading up to the American Revolution and into the immense difficulties
that accompany the founding of a nation that comprises various ethnic
groups . There are also parallels with Swiss history which was much more
beset with difficulties than we realize from our present vantage point of an
established and, for some 150 years, stable state.
While our society can look back on several decades of activity, there is
also clear recognition among members that we need to continue to recruit
new members and make our work known beyond those who know it
already. On the initiative of Dr. Charles Ziegler , who donated not only the
logo to the SAHS but also absorbed the costs of production and supervised
its creation , a promotional flyer has been created with the input of Philip
Gelzer , Rosa Schupbach, Leo Schelbert , and myself. .
Whenever possible , the SAHS organizes or participates in regional
events. On October 29-29, 2000 , one such event took place in New Bern,
NC , exploring the possibility of creating an exhibit and of establishing a
regional section of the SAHS in the future. The meeting was chaired by
Philip Gelzer and attended also by SAHS President Erdmann Schmocker,
Chau Nguyen , Hans Moser , and Leo Schelbert. On June 6, 2001 another
event took place in Milbank , SD where the "Midwest Dairy Institute" , a gift
of the Gonzenbach and Nef families to the Milbank Community
Foundation , was inaugurated. The Chalet-type building was designed by
Architects Erdmann Schmocker and Chau Nguyen. The SAHS donated four
stained-glass pieces with the coat-of-arms of the Nef and Gonzenbach
families and of their Swiss communes of origin (as approved by the 1999
SAHS annual meeting). Our next SAHS Review will contain a detailed
report on this event.

The Coming Year
In the coming year two new books whose publication was approved last
year , will be ready for distribution: One Small Lifetime, the story of the
Thi.irkauffamily which emigrated from Switzerland to Canada in 1915, then
moved to the US , also contains the story of Ernest A. Thi.irkaufs
professional career which led him from farming to mining and eventual
work as an electrician in the US and the Far East. The other book is a new
genealogical guide for Swiss Americans being prepared by Lewis Bunker
Rohrbach who is a professional genealogist , President of Picton Press, and
whose Rohrbach Family Foundation generously paid for the mailing out of
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Switzerland Under Siege. He and his family are spending the year in
Switzerland where Mr. Rohrbach is completing a massive study of all New
Bern settlers and is writing the new genealogical guide.
Three special tasks will be undertaken. Since last year the revised
SAHS By-laws were sent back to committee , a new committee will
complete this project in the coming year. The new promotional flyer will be
sent out not only to all members , but also to Swiss American societies
which are listed in the work of Donald Tritt , Swiss Festivals, which as a
well researched book will be of great help. The possible creation of a
regional section of the SAHS in the American Southeast will also be further
pursued.
Expression of Gratitude
As we all know , the work of the SAHS needs the contribution of many
people to whom we want to express our gratitude. Ambassador Christian
Blickenstorfer not only allowed the SAHS to hold its annual meeting at the
Embassy of Switzerland, but he and Mrs . Blickenstorfer also generously
invited those present to have lunch at their residence . Cultural Counselors
Hannah Widrig and Eric Arnhof as well as his Assistant Edith Herger took
great care of all the details in setting up the meeting room and refreshments,
and they created a most hospitable atmosphere . We are also grateful to
Ambassador Faith Whittlesey , Georg Gyssler , and Donald P. Hilty for their
cooperation with the SAHS in publishing Switzerland Under Siege in the
context of the ALPS project of the American Swiss Foundation.
Special thanks are also due to Erdmann Schmocker and Chau Nguyen
who for many years made not only important organizational contributions
to the SAHS, but also performed the mundane task of mailing out the SAHS
Review and the SAHS books until this task was transferred to Picton Press.
Erdmann Schmocker's work as President deserves special thanks since he
was untiring in promoting the society and in furthering new projects. Our
thanks go also to Vice President Donald Tritt , Treasurer Nicole Butz ,
Nominating Committee Chair Rosa Schupbach , and Membership Secretary
Ernest Thurston for their valuable contributions. And since much of our
work is in the area of publications , we once again express our gratitude to
Leo Schelbert who has shepherded these last SAHS publications - as he
always does - with loving interest , the broad mind of a humanist historian ,
and with scholarly precision .
The next annual meeting will be held on October 5, 2002, in
Philadelphia.
Marianne Burkhard OSB
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D. Treasurers' Reports
North America, Nicole Butz, Treasurer
I. CHECKING ACCOUNT
Balance on October 10, 2000

Income
Transfer from Endowment
Transfer from Swiss Account
ALPS Project - Rohrbach Family Foundation
Donation (for Publication Fund), L. Schelbert
Other Donations
Membership Dues
Booksales
Fees for Annual Meeting

$7,718.16

$7,000 .00
300 .00
3,500 .00
500.00
470.00
6,030.00
1,283.00
500.00
$19,583.60

Expenses
Transfer to ALPS Account
Gonzenbach/Paroz Grants
SAHS Revi ew
Administration
Publishing and Mailing of Books
Travel Reimbursement
Annual Meeting 2000

Balance on September 30, 2001

$3,500.00
1,000.00
4,501.38
1,429.45
13,877.45
1,012 .16
1,050.00
$26,370.44

$931.32

JI. SPECIAL CHECKING ACCOUNT : ALPS PROJECT

10/0 l /2000
01/ 13/2001

Balance
Rohrbach Family Foundation
Donation
02/09/2001 Withdrawal (Closing of Account)
09/30/2001 Balance
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III. ANNUITY FUND: VAN GUARD STAR FUND
10/01/2000 Value (3263.974 shares @ $18.51) $60,416.16
08/03/2001 Redemption (-414.201 shares)
7,000.00
30/09/2001 Value (3276.747 shares @ $14.95) $48,987.37

Europe, Fred Moser, Vice President

Balance 09/14,2000

sFr 2,361.35

Incom e
Membership Dues and Donations
Interest

2,225.00
4.10

Expenses
Postage and Administration

1,121.25

sFr 3,469.20

Balance 09/20/200 l

sFr 4,590.45 sFr 4,590.45
Signed : Fred Moser
Auditor 's Report :
I certify that these accounts are correct and in order (balance sFr.3 ,469.20 as of
September 20,200 l ).!recommend that these accounts be accepted. Many thanks to
Fred Moser for his work.
Bern, September 28, 2001
Dr. Lukas F. Burckhardt
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E. Projected Budget for 2001-2002
Checking Account Balance, Ocotber 1, 2001
ESTIMATED INCOME
Transfer from Endowment
Transfer from Swiss Account
Membership Dues
Donations
Book Sales

$931.32

$5,000.00
500.00
6,000.00
500.00
1,5000.00
$13,500.00

ESTIMATED EXPENSES
SAHSReview
Gonzenbach/Paroz Grants
Administration
Publication of Books
Annual Meeting
Miscellaneous

$4,500.00
1,000.00
1,400.00
5,500.00
500.00
500.00
$13,400.00

ESTIMATED CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE 09/30/2002
$1,031.32
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F. Membership Report 2000-2001
CURRENT MEMBERS BY TYPE AND COUNTRY:
Membership Type
Regular ($30/yr)
Student ($15/yr)
Institution ($50/yr)
Life Members
Complimentary

US/Canada

Switzerland/Other

163
1
14
33

47
1
0
5

~

12

239

68

Total
210
2
14
38
43
307

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES 10/08/2000 - 10/06/2001:
Members as of 10/08/2000
New Members
Dropped by Request of Decease
Dropped for Non-Payment of Dues

321
+8
-4
- 18

Current Members as of I 0/06/200 I

307

MEMBERSHIP BY COUNTRY AND STATE:
CA

co
CT
DC
DE
FL
GA
HI
IA
IL
IN
KY
LA
MA

22
2
1
4
2
6
2
1
3
28
7
1
3
6

MD
ME
MN
MO
NC
NH
NJ
NV
NY
OH
OR
PA
Rl
SC

9
2
7
1
8
1
7
2
26
12
4
11
1
6

SD
TN
TX
UT
VA
VT
WA
WI
Brit. Columbia
Ontario
Quebec
Germany
Switzerland
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G. Publications and Grants

This past year two books were published with the support of the
SAHS, a collection of essays under the title Switzerland Under Siege
1939-1945, a cooperative project of the American Swiss Foundation with
the SAHS, and the novel Brightness Remembered by Carol Williams
which completes her trilogy about an eighteenth century Swiss family to
South Carolina.
As approved at the SAHS Annual Meeting 2000, One Small Lifetime
by Ernest Thiirkauf will be published this coming year as well as a new
genealogical guide for Swiss Americans, written by Lewis Bunker
Rohrbach, an expert certified genealogist and President of Picton Press.
The editor also received the study of Monika Bachmann Bracken on
"Leland Harrison and Swiss American Relations During the Second
World War." After M. Bracken's presentation of her study a lively, if
inconclusive discussion ensued whether and when the work should be
published by the SAHS, especially given the SAHS' exhausted
publication funds.
The editor also asked permission to distribute as widely as possible
the valuable SAHS publication Swiss Festivals in North America by
Donald Tritt as a promotional effort.
He also proposed to award the Gonzenbach and Paroz grants to Dale
Winke who plans a 13-part video based on the acclaimed book Why
Switzerland ? by Jonathan Steinberg (Cambridge University Press 1996),
now Professor at the University of Pennsylvania . (Both requests were
approved unanimously.)
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3. PROGRAM OF THE AFTERNOON MEETING
Moderator: Dr. Donald P. Hilty

1:30:

Faith Whittlesey ,
Former Ambassador of the United States to Switzerland
"Reflections on the Relationship Between the United States and
Switzerland"*

2:15:

H. Dwight Page,
Professor of European History and Culture, Hiwassee College
"Magnificent Obsession: Switzerland's Role in the Future of the
European Union"

3:15:

Coffee Break

3:45:

Marc Lerner,
Ph.D. Candidate, Columbia University, New York
"Privileged Communities or Equal Individuals: The Political
Culture of German Freiheit and French Liberte in the Swiss
Public Arena , 1798 - 1847"

* Due to surgery, Ambassador Whittlesey was unable to travel. Thus Dr. Christian
Blickenstorfer, Ambassador of Switzerland to the United States , addressed the
meeting, presenting incisive perspectives on contemporary issues.
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4. OBITUARIES
Delbert L. Gratz (1920-2000)
Delbert L. Gratz was born March 5, 1920 in Richland Township,
Allen County , Ohio to Harvey and Fannie (Lauby) Gratz. He attended
Bluffton High School and Bluffton College from which he graduated in
1942. On September 5, 1943 he married Thelma Dailey, a classmate at
Bluffton College . Two sons and two daughters were born to the union ,
and at his death they had five grandchildren.
He then pursued an MA degree in history at Ohio State University and
a Ph.D. at the University in Bern which he earned with a dissertation titled
Bernese Anabaptists and Their American Descendants , published in 1953
and reprinted in 1981 and 1994 . He also earned an MA in Library Science
at the University of Michigan and in 1950 became Professor of History
and Head Librarian at Bluffton College which he served for 38 years.
In her "Memorial Tribute to Delbert Gratz" (Illinois Mennonite
Heritage 28 No. 2) Joanne Niswander asked:
"How does one memorialize a man who did much but never expected
recognition? How does one adequately thank a man who shared much but
never sought gratitude? How does one describe a man who did
extraordinary things but wanted to be nothing more than ordinary? One
does it very quietly , as was the nature of Delbert Gratz."
As a historian Dr . Gratz was meticulous , as a librarian diligent and
helpful , "in the world of genealogy ," as J. Niswander put it, "the name of
Delbert Gratz is synonymous with Swiss Mennonite history." Between
1972 and 2000 he also led over 30 Swiss Mennonite Heritage tours to
Europe . "Delbert ' s knowledge of the Swiss countryside and his
relationship with the people living there were phenomenal. He loved
Switzerland. Each trip , he said, was a kind of 'going home'," J.
Niswander attests . He was also a dedicated member of the SAHS ,
published important research in Swiss Mennonite history , most recently
in Mennonites in Transition (1997) , a book published by the Society . Dr.
Gratz also graciously answered pro bono numerous genealogical inquiries
sent to the SAHS .
During the Second World War Delbert Gratz , a committed pacifist ,
served in the Civilian Public Service at Luray , Virginia and at Ypsilanti,
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Michigan. From 1944 to 1948 he worked with the Mennonite Central
Committee in Akron, Pennsylvania and in Landau, Germany where a
monument acknowledges his selfless service for the people, especially
children and the elderly suffering from hunger and the ravages of war.
In June 2000 Dr. Gratz was leading a tour to Europe when he suffered
a stroke. He was transferred home and died on Thursday, August 24 at St.
Rita's Medical Center in Lima, Ohio. His remains are buried in Ebenezer
Mennonite Cemetery of Bluffton, Ohio.

Gustav T. Durrer (1911-2001)
Gustav T. Durrer was born September 26, 1911 in
Lucerne, Switzerland. After his general schooling he
earned a Dr. med. dent. degree in 1936 from the
University of Bern, Switzerland, and was in private
practice in Zurich until 1939. He then attended the
Dental School of the University of Pennsylvania
where he earned a D.D.S. degree in 1940 and did
post-graduate study at Harvard University in Oral
Pathology and Prostetics. From 1942 to 1946 he
served in the United States Army with the rank of Major and assignments
in Prostetics.
Dr. Durrer was in private practice at the Rockefeller Center from 1946
to 1995. He also taught at the School of Dental and Oral Surgery of
Columbia University, was Clinical Professor at New York University, and
guest lecturer at the College of Dentistry of Stony Brook University. He
published papers in English, French, and German in his field of
specialization and was member of numerous professional societies.
Mrs. Margot Ammann Durrer spoke the following words at a farewell
gathering:
"After ninety years of full living, my dearest is at peace. I am sharing
the sorrow of the thousands bereaved by the heinous attack on the World
Trade Center.
Almost four years ago Gusti's kidney failed and his life could be
prolonged by dialysis. He graciously adjusted to this whole new world
and then - just the day before the tower assault - his brave heart began to
falter. On the afternoon of that rainy day last Sunday, he peacefully
passed over to the next world.
We come now to pay homage to him. Many of you have known him
long before I came into his life. From everyone I am hearing the same
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praise for his great kindness, graciousness and gentleness. He loved
people and one felt drawn to him. There was room in his kind heart for
everyone.
His patients felt his kindness and gentleness; his colleagues respected
his skill and judgment; his employees - the staff at the dialysis clinic - the
employees in our apartment building - all were touched by his
gentlemanly manner. He leaves us with a legacy of love. He shall be
sorely missed."
Selina Sutter (1937-2001)
Selina Sutter was born on September 14, 1937 in Oberhasli, Canton
Zurich, as the oldest of three children of Hans Otto and Selina Sutter. She
grew up in Thun , Canton Bern, spent some time in French-speaking
Switzerland after secondary school , then earned a diploma from the
Commercial Business School ofThun. In 1960 she took employment with
the Union Bank of Switzerland and in 1969 moved to its New York
branch. She then spent more than thirty years in that city, working for
various banks, then for the Association of International Recruiters, acting
as an agent for personnel.
Although having become a New Yorker , Selina Sutter remained tied
to her native country where she spent most of her vacations with her
family. She was also active in Swiss American organizations such as the
Benevolent Society of New York and the Swiss American Historical
Society for which she worked as Treasurer and as a member of the Board
of Advisors.
On Tuesday , September 11, 2001 she was at her desk at 8:30 a.m. on
the 79th floor of World Trade Center One and soon after became a victim
of that day's tragic events. On November 2 a memorial service was held
in remembrance of her at the Madison A venue Presbyterian Church of
New York City, attended by her siblings, their children, and her friends.
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Even More
Palatine Families:
18th Century Immigrants to the
American Colonies and their
German, Swiss, and Austrian
Origins

by
Henry z Jones, Jr., FASG
and
Lewis Bunker Rohrbach, CG

rawing on a combined 80 years of experience, two of America's
foremost genealogists bring you major new finds on literally thousands
of German-speaking immigrants who came to North America between
1710 and the Revolution. Both authors have won the prestigious Donald Lines
Jacobus Award and similar honors in the past. Their work here fully justifies
their reputations, and the fine reputations of the other professional contributors
such as Brigitte Burkett, Friedrich Wollmershauser, Klaus Petry, and Ulrich
Pfister.
This massive 3-volume work contains 2,500 pages including an
Every-Name Index with 66,576 entries! It is an impressive sequel to Hank
Jones' series of award-winning works on the 1710 migration, including the
2-volume Palatine Families of New York 1710 and More Palatine Families.
The contents are impressive and varied. An entire volume contains new
discoveries 1717-1776 by Hank Jones and others; almost an entire volume is
devoted to the first comprehensive study of the 1710 Swiss and German settlers
ofNew Bern, North Carolina by Lew Rohrbach. Other items published here for
the first time include the entire Nova Scotia Passenger Lists 1750-1752
transcribed by Brigitte Burkett; the famed Hunter Lists 1710-1713 transcribed
by Marlene A. Groves, CG; 1704 tax lists from areas in Germany which were
home to many l 710ers; Swiss research by Ulrich Pfister; and extensive new
discoveries by Friedrich Wollmershauser, Klaus Petry, and others. In addition,
all surviving 1710 Rotterdam Departure Lists are published here for the first
time in verbatim and corrected form, as are all five of the 1709-1717 Return
Party Lists. As almost dessert, lists of Salzburger and other refugees who
passed Schwabisch Hall 1750-1758 are included.

D

Order #1752sr. Even More Palatine Families. 2,500 pp., 3 volumes,
2,000 families, photos, maps, illustrations, 66,576 entry Every Name
Index. Delivery spring 2002. $203.00 postpaid.
Order by mail from Picton Press, PO Box 250, Rockport, ME 04856
or call 1-207-236-6565. VISNMastercard welcomed. Secure on-line
ordering at: <www.pictonpress.com>

$203.00 postpaid
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